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We begin the New Year!  

This time last year I was thinking 2020 
was going to be a year of “Clear Vision.”  
This was partly pun and partly my idea 
that I personally would have more insight 
and clarity into what God would have for 
me in the coming year.   Like every person
on the entire earth has experienced, 2020 
was NOT what I expected.   Although I will
say, for me, it was STILL a year of clear 
vision.   I saw very clearly that God was 
calling me from grief/bereavement work 
and death, into a ministry of leadership, 
vision and LIFE!   Praise and thanks for 
GOD’S CLEAR VISION!    As I allow 
myself to live in the Spirit and not in my 
own ways and desires, everything 
continues to open up.   The past year was 
filled with a lot of disappointment, 
sadness, and loss.   Fear and anxiety 
hung around too long.   As I learned to 
surrender all of that and embrace God’s 

life-giving and life-affirming path, the 
vision became clearer.   Several months 
ago, I was blessed to be called as pastor 
of this wonderful church.  The people here
at SCCW have been generous, brave, 
faithful, loving and kind.   I am 
overwhelmed at the mission work we do, 
the faithful stewardship of finances and 
building, and the love and kindness shown
each Sunday.   And yes, it has not been 
“church as usual.”    We cannot fellowship 
as we would like, share meals, hug, 
gather together and “huddle,” nor is there 
a choir, and we cannot sing unmasked 
and freely as we have enjoyed in the past.
Yet, we have been able to assemble (at a 
distance), hear the Word, praise God in 
this place, and worship together.   Things 
have changed -  we lost a wonderful 
organist but we also gained, fortunately, a 
new musician who has brought lovely 
music and gifts.   We certainly all lost a lot,
missed a lot and grieved a lot in 2020.   
But we also gained in wisdom, Spirit and 
in insight.   Priorities have changed, 
values have deepened, our “true and 
important things” are now clear and 
present.   May 2021 further enrich us, 
challenge us and may we continue to 
seek God’s grace, the power of the Spirit 
and the peace of Christ each new day.   
Peace & All Good ~

Pastor Bette
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BIRTHDAYS

1/03 Michael McIntosh
1/12 John Black
1/19 Stephen Lombardo Sr.
1/20 Neil Stetson
1/24 Sherry Ladd
1/24 Jeremy White
1/30 Carolyn Damon
1/30 Niva Poland

                  ANNIVERSARIES
None

   
Date         Offering       Attendance

      11/29        $1,160.00         40
      12/06        $1,621.00         21
      12/13        $2,015.00         36
      12/20        $1,966.00         41
      12/27        $1,921.00         42

From Treasurer; 

     Tithing/Tax letters will be going out in a
couple weeks, please let me know if you 
would like to receive one. 
     Anyone sending in their offering or 
donations by mail, please add ATTN: 
Treasurer on the envelope. 
     Thank you all for your continuing 
support of Second Congregational 
Church, it has been an unprecedented 
year but our church is strong, with the 
work that we do together and helping 
support each other, we will always be a 
strong church. I am so proud to be a 
member of this loving family. 

Have a Very Happy New Year. 
Pat 

ANNUAL REPORTS

      This year I am in need of all reports 
earlier than before. The annual meeting 
has been scheduled a week earlier, 
January 17th and I need to have the 
reports done a week earlier to get out to 
everyone. So please type up your reports 
and email them to the office by next 
Wednesday 1/6. Thanks.
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A sincere thank you Betsy and Merle 
Vanner for making the beautiful wreaths 
that hung on our church doors during this 
past Advent season. I noticed at least 5 
wreaths on all the outside doors. Such a 
talent and generosity. It is appreciated 
very much.

DECORATING THE CHURCH

Left to right is Diana Dare, Cindy Bland, 
Susan Lombardo and Becky Ruggieri.

Diana dare’s 
grand-daughter 
helped to set up 
the nativity scene 
and hang 
ornaments. She is
so cute and 
camera shy.

Thank you 
Deacons for decorating the church the 
Saturday after Thanksgiving.  Thanks also
to Eric and Patty Overlock for setting up 
the Christmas tree and adorning the altar 
with poinsettias. 

THE FIVE FINGER PRAYER

Your thumb is nearest to you. So begin
your prayers by praying for those closet to

you.They are the easiest to remember.
To pray for our loved ones is, as C.S.

Lewis once said, a “sweet duty”.

The next finger is the pointing finger.
Pray for those who eaach, instruct and

heal.This includes teachers, doctors, and
ministers.The need support and wisdom

to point others in the right direction.
Keep them in your prayers.

The next finger is the tallest finger.
It reminds us of our leaders. Pray for the 
president, leaders in business and 
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industry, and administrations.These 
people shape our nation and guide public 
opinion. They need God’s guidence.
The fourth finger is our ring finger. 
Surprising to many is the fact that this is 
our weakest finger; as any piano teacher 
will testify. It should remind us to pray for 
those who are weak, in trouble orin pain. 
They need your prayers day and night. 
You cannot pray to much for them.

And lastly comes our little finger; the 
smallest finger of all which is where we 
should place others and ourdelves in 
relation to God. As the bible says, “The 
least shall be the greatest among you”. 
Your pinkie should remind you to pray for 
yourself. By the time you have prayed for 
the  other four groups, your needs will be 
put into proper perspective and you will  
be able to pray for yourelf more effectively.

January 2021, wow! 2020 went slow or 
fast and slow at times. The 
fellowship room will soon be the temporary
Sanctuary for January, February, and 
March. We are still cleaning with bleach 
products to kill any germs. The cub scouts 
will meet in the upper room starting in 
January. If you have any concerns please 
call me at 236-4585 or speak to Rev Bette,
or Irene Maxey. Thanks                         -   
Linda Lent 

Thanks to everyone who brings in bottles 
and cans. We were able to give $70 to the
trustees at their November meeting for the
maintenance fund. December has been 
light for bottles being brought in. We do go
to homes and pick up bottles as several 
of you have called us in the past. We will 
continue collecting for the 
maintenance fund until spring (April) 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE

We had a wonderful Christmas Eve 
service with the glow of candles making 
a the sanctuary magical and spiritual. 
Rev. Bette sat in a chair and read the 
story of Christmas like a mother would to
her children. It was very calming and 
loving. We sang songs pertaining to 
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where she was in the story of the birth of
Jesus. 

We also enjoyed hearing our choir sing 
“Little Drummer Boy” with Beverly 
Pacheco at the piano and her husband, 
Jim, playing the drum. It was very pretty 
and made the meaning of the birth of 
Jesus more special.

January Peavey sang a beautiful 
rendition of “O Holy Night”. We really 
appreciated our choir, choir director and 
soloist for their cooperation during this 
pendemic in spacing themselves and 
wearing masks. 

Also thanks to Sterling, Becky and Addy. 
The luminary lights outside our church 
added that special magical feeling.

ONE LESS WORRY

When the song of the angels is stilled, 
when the star in the sky is gone, when the
kings and princes are home, when the 
shepherds are back with the flocks, then 
the work of Christmas begins: To find the 
lost, to heal those broken in spirit, to feed 
the hungry, to release the oppressed, to 
rebuild the nations, to bring peace among 
all peoples, to make a little music with the 
heart.  And to radiate the Light of Christ, 
every day, in every way, in all that we do 
and in all that we say.  Then the work of 
Christmas begins."
                              -Howard Thurman

The Mission Board thanks everyone who 
so generously brought gifts of toilet paper,
feminine products and toiletries to place 
under our Christmas tree for One Less 
Worry during Advent.  The numbers are 
staggering:  162 rolls of toilet paper, 779 
pads and tampons, 52 bars of soap, 21 
bottles of shampoo, 42 toothbrushes and 
33 tubes of toothpaste, plus other 
miscellaneous items.  Gayle and Marcia 
made the delivery on Monday, December 
28, along with a monetary gift to Sharon 
Hobson, founder of this mission.
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Although none of us will know who 
receives these much needed items, know 
this, they will be appreciated in ways most 
of us will never understand.  It is our 
HOPE they bring PEACE and JOY to 
those in need, and LOVE from our hearts
to theirs.

The last service to be held in the 
sanctuary before the painting begins will 
be on Sunday, January 3.  Thereafter 
Sunday service will be held in the 
fellowship room, with any overflow in the 
upper room.  Chairs will be spaced and we
will continue to gather wearing masks.  
Rev. Bette will deliver her message from 
the counter in the fellowship room and 
Beverly will play the piano downstairs.

The painting of the sanctuary is going to 
take an estimated 2 months and Albert 
Doherty, who painted our outside trim this 
summer, will be painting the ceiling, walls 
and window trim.  The sanctuary will be off
limits to anyone not actually working for 
the safety of everyone.

Yes, this is an inconvenience, but by 
Easter Sunday we will be celebrating the 
risen Christ in a beautiful, newly painted 
sanctuary.  Thank you for your patience 
and support.

Happy new year one and all! 2020 was a 
challenging year to say the least. We have
high hopes that 2021 will be much better. 
Again thanks to everyone who supports 
bread for the journey food pantry. For 
December 40 families were fed at the 
pantry, and while bread for the journey 
does get some help from Good Shepherd 
food pantry they always have to buy flour 
and sugar. So if you can please pick some
of each up for them. The food pantry is 
open to Warren residents every Thursday 
9-11 am. If you have a neighbor in need of
food send them to the pantry. Remember 
folks, the food pantry is located at the old 
brick school and only 3 questions are 
asked of a person seeking food aid. How 
many in your family, Are you a Warren 
resident, and What's your phone number?
the following is the list for January.

Jan 3 Cream soups and saltines

Jan 10 canned peaches and pears

Jan 17 Baked beans (no vegetarian or dry
beans)

Jan 24 Cream corn

Jan 30  speghetti sauce
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Hello folks a belated merry christmas and a 
happy new year to you all! 2020 has been a 
real crummy year and we are hoping that 
2021 will be better. I would like to remind the 
person who tried to check out one of the 
Chronicles of Narnia books that you need to 
write your name and the date you checked it 
out on the card. Also if you need to renew a 
book because it is lost or you haven't finished 
it please do so after week three of check out. I
must also remind people that I will be 
updating the basket in the upper room, DO 
NOT GO INTO THE LIBRARY. If you would 
like a book brought up from the library leave a
note under the check out box and I will see 
what I can do. The year turns and we grow 
older but none the wiser, good! That means 
we can discover new things with a familiar set
of eyes and work to be a little wiser but more 
understanding which is just as if not more 
important in life. 
From James The Wild Rover in the Library  

A NOTE FROM THE MCKELLAR’S

Hope everyone is doing well and are 
staying healthy. As with everyone, we are 
looking forward to life being back to 
normal. We miss being able to see people
and go and do. We are blessed, we are 
well. Looking forward to seeing you in the 
fall. Wishing you all a Merry Christmas 
and a happy health new year. 
                                          Love Deena

The congregation collected $300 to 
present to our past organist, Larry 
Philbrick. He sent a nice thank-you card to
all… 
Dear Deacons and Members,
Thank you very much for the generous 
gift! It was quite unexpected. I am sorry 
that our time together has come to an 
end.  I enjoyed my time at Second 
Congregational Church. I especially 
enjoyed choir rehearsals, as we had fun 
getting to know each other and joking with
each other. Take care!   Larry

7



The Cornerstone-January 2021
Publisher: 2CCWM                                                 Volume: No 1                                               Issue:  No 1

A monthly publication compiled by the Second Congregational Church of Warren, Maine.
PO Box 206, 252 Main St., Warren, Maine 04864 phone. (207) 273-2338    E-mail:   office.sccw@tds.net

MORE CHANGES!!   Yes!   We love 
change!    Starting on Sunday, 
January 10th, we will be meeting 
for Sunday worship downstairs in 
the Fellowship Room.   We will 
continue our social distancing with
seating, and mask-wearing as 
usual.   The Upper Room will also 
be available with the same.  There 
will be signs at the entrances.  The 
sound system is in both areas.   
This is temporary for a few months
as our sanctuary is being painted.  
It’s not an inconvenience but an 
opportunity!   When it’s all 
finished, think of how beautiful 
our new space will be.   And we 
will be celebrating Easter in our 
lovely sanctuary soon after (April) 
and then Pentecost (May) and 
EVERYTHING all year long.   We 
will be patient with each other as 
we adjust to the new space, and as
always, we trust God to keep us 
safe and well.   “And my God will 
meet all your needs according to 
the riches of his glory in Christ 
Jesus.”   Phil. 4:19     

To all of you who sent me such 
lovely cards, the kind and 
supportive words, the gifts and 
the prayers for the Christmas 
Season -  Many thanks from my 
grateful and very humble heart ~  

Pastor Bette
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Calling all 
“Control Freaks”
and nail-biters,
the anxious 
and the worry-
warts.   If you 
have been 
accused of 

trying to 
control 
everything(and 
everyone?), or 
feel completely 
OUT of control 
-  this is for 
YOU! 
Saturday, 
January 16 
from 10 to 
noon.   Join us 
and learn how 
to relax!
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Fill the Strand Event
JANUARY 18, 2021, 9:00am-
2:00pm
Keeping Our Neighbors Fed and 
Warm

Keeping Our Neighbors Feed and Warm

In partnership with THE STRAND 
THEATER AND ALLEN INSURANCE 
AND FINANCIAL, 
AIO is hosting its first FILL THE STRAND 
event, 
on Monday, January 18th to benefit AIO’s 
Food Pantry, Energy Assistance and 
Weekend Meals Programs.

This event challenges the community to 
fill all 350 seats in the 
Historic theater with bags of food and 
funds for AIO’s programs.
Monetary donations are welcome—and if 
fact your dollar goes further since 
AIO can purchase food through partners at
a competitive price.
individuals can sponsor a bag at $25 per 
bag, which will fill one seat.
Non-perishable food with a current 
expiration date is appreciated (no glass 
Please)

Most needed items include:

ready rice pouches
mac and cheese, pasta
cereal & oatmeal
pop-top canned foods 
single serving lunch items

100% juice boxes, shelf stable milk, 
powdered milk
kid friendly snacks

Due to COVID-19 the majority of the food 
and funds collection will take place in the 
weeks leading up to January 18.

Food collection sites have been 
established at area businesses:
Allen Insurance & Financial (Rockland 
and Camden
Main Street Market (Rockland)
AIO Food and Energy Assistance 
(Rockland)

On January 18th volunteers will be at 
the Strand Theater between 
9:00am-2:00pm to receive food and 
funds donations—curbside—to
 limit the number of people inside the 
Strand Theater itself.

For more information about he event and 
how you can participate please contact 
event coordinators:
Molly O’Rourke-     
weekendmeal@aiofoodpantry.org
Leila Murphy— leilamurphy@yahoo.com

Please join us and help FILL THE 
STRAND!
Your support will help keep our 
neighbors fed and warm this winter.
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