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While it is February one can taste the full 
joys of anticipation. Spring stands at the 
gate with her finger on the 
latch.” (Patience Strong) The shortest 
month!   February has always been a busy
month for me.   It is the month of my birth 
(thanks, Mom!), Valentine’s Day, a three-
day weekend, (for folks in Maine, a week 
off school), and at SCCW a birthday 
celebration!   This year we celebrate the 
193rd birthday of this church.   That’s a lot 
of candles!   While February is a short 
month, it can often be a brutal month, 
weather-wise.   On the 17th, we celebrate 
Ash Wednesday, the beginning of the 
season of Lent (see article inside this 
issue).   We will be having a Lenten study 
together, as well (more details inside!) and
we will also be continuing our worship in 

the fellowship hall and Upper Room as 
painting of our sanctuary continues.   With
January behind us, and spring ahead of 
us, we are “sitting pretty!”   God has richly 
blessed us individually, as a church, and 
as a nation.   Things are not perfect, but 
they are improving here and there, little by
little.   As we focus more on the inner life, 
our personal growth and walk with Christ, 
the things of the world, as the hymn says, 
“grow strangely dim in the Light of his 
glory and Grace.”  The less we focus and 
dwell on the worldly things, the more we 
can contemplate the “things above” and 
that of the Spirit of Love and Light.   I 
heard a great word a few weeks ago:   
“Doomscrolling.”   It describes the activity 
of either scrolling on the phone or online, 
slogging through the horrific events of the 
day, of each political debacle, violence, 
death tolls, etc.   It can affect our health 
and well-being.   And we need to stop!   I 
would like to propose a NEW word for the 
urban dictionary:   SpiritLifting!   As the 
Apostle Paul tells us:  “Sisters and 
brothers, whatever is true, whatever 
is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pur
e, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirabl
e—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy
—think about such things.”   AMEN, 
BROTHER!!   
Peace & Grace to you all and enjoy these 

days!         Pastor Bette
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BIRTHDAYS

2/02    Emily Beattie
2/09    Kyara S.
2/10    Rev. Bette Bond
2/14    Jameson Fournier
2/16    Pat Weaver
2/22    Cindy Fields
2/22    Khyllie Cochran

                  ANNIVERSARIES
None

   
Date         Offering       Attendance

1/03             $ 3,352.00             36
1/10             $ 1,029.00             33
1/17             $1,421.00              47
1/24             $1,973.00              29
1/31              N/A

Mary Lou – L Philbrick’s mom
Pat and Doug Libby and family

Irene Olsen by Karen W

Kaye Mooers – Walter K family

Ardan by Addie

Jane and Mark Waltz

Eric Overlock

Tom Ferrucci by Melody

Debbie Collemer’s dad

Linda by Karen C

Jennifer by Irene

Connor Greenman by Patty Ott

Mary Dearborn – Sherry Ladd’s mom

Nola M by Melody

Charlie York

Andy, Chris and Linda by Pat W

Everlyn Anderson

Pam Pitcher – Becky R’s friend

Jesse Howard, Anthony & Maureen and 

Javonte, Dana and Wayne by Robin Q

Elmer by Cindy G
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Christine Landes

Heath Barrett by Vicki B

Rosemary bySharon L

Stubby Burnell

Barbara -Brenda King’s sister

Grace Anderson by Evelyn A

Kim’s family – by Donna L

Those dealing with Covid-19,  
homelessness, our Country and it’s 
leaders.

Edric (Dick) Day passed  1/20/21

I recently found a bag of can tabs on the 
table in the fellowship room. THANK YOU.
I will get them to the proper collectors and 
if anyone else has can tabs to be 
delivered bring them in and I shall do so. 
Thanks Linda Lent 

OUR CHURCH’S BIRTHDAY 2/25

This year our church is 190 years old. On 
Sunday Feb 25 we will be having a 
birthday party to celebrate. If you would 
like to bring a gift the following is a list of 
items that are needed.  

Church Office
Bulletin Paper: beige 8 ½ x 14
Printer paper 8 1/2 X 11 

Cleaning Supplies
Paper goods: Toilet paper, Paper towels, 
Tissues, Swifter sheets

Chemicals: Clorox or Lysol bathroom 
spray with bleach, Toilet bowl cleaner, 
Murphy's oil soap, Liquid hand soap

Miscellaneous: Mr clean magic erasers, 
sponges,Renuzit air freshener, 
Disinfectant wipes and sprays, Coffee 
regular and decaf, Purple trash bags

These are everyday items that are 
needed,
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A

A  SH WEDNESDAY  !  
 Ashes, ashes, come and get your ashes!  
Because of the restrictions of the current 
time, we will not be holding an Ash 
Wednesday SERVICE at the church.   
However, Rev. Bette will be in the 
office/church on Feb. 17th - Ash 
Wednesday from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.   
Anyone can come in throughout the day 
for Imposition of the Ashes.   I will pray 
with you, apply ashes and you can be on 
your way.   I used to do “Ashes to Go” and
visit people at their workplace to do this, 
but these are different times and call for 
different ways and means.   Consider this 
“outward sign” to help remind us that we 
are, indeed, dust and will return to same, 
as we begin the Lenten season.

Filled Wilderness:  A Journey through 
Lent,” by Magdalen Smith.  

 I hope you will join me in this often-
revelatory time.   (Excerpt from the book): 
“Lent is a spiritual state, and can be a 
metaphor for those most harsh, most 
inexplicable times when we understand 
LENTEN STUDY:   

The season of Lent begins on 
Wednesday, February 17, this year. 

We will be doing a Lenten study weekly 
for the six weeks of Lent starting on 
Tuesday, February 23rd.   We will meet 
in person either on Tuesday MORNINGS 
from 10 to 11:30 OR Tuesday EVENINGS
from 6 to 7:30 for those who are unable to
meet during the day.  That is, I will be 
facilitating TWO studies each Tuesday.  
We will also be in touch via email in case 
of inclement weather and/or to discuss 
ideas/questions as they arise from week 
to week. 

The study is based on “The Grace-d that 
life is tough through our living of it.   
We feel the deep pain of a situation, 
whether our own or another’s, 
disappointment, a feeling of being 
trapped…..Lent is when we cannot seem 
to shake off a deep-seated desolation….It 
is when we are neither here nor there, an 
absence when we are forever waiting for 
something to happen, but we know not 
when.”  For me, this says it all – Lent, 
covid, upheaval around us and feeling 
helpless – the unknowingness.   

Let’s journey together ~    PB
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On January 17th, we had our annual 
meeting to go over our budget, a couple 
of by-laws, written reports and new 
officers and boards. All went well and 
moved swiftly. The new positions that 
were filled is as follows:
New Deacons: Debbie Collemer, Susan
Lombardo, Gayle White, January 
Peavey and Karen Carpenter.

Assistant Treasurer: January Peavey
Bowes Fund Treasurer: Pat Weaver
Pastorial Relations: Robin Quinn & 
Caroline Robinson
Council Member at Large: Valerie 
Miller

  
 

AIO FILL  S   THE STRAND  

January 18th showed us just 
what our community can 
accomplish together. Today 
AIO FILLED THE STRAND!!!!!

We filled the 350 seat theater 
not once, but 3 times…filling a 
total of 1,128 seats. We raised 
$24,502 in financial support 
and collected 2,219 pounds of 
food - all in support of AIO’s 
Food Assistance, Energy 
Assistance and Weekend Meal 
programs.

We couldn't have done it 
without YOU- our friends, 
neighbors, colleagues, family 
and community. 

Thank you. Special thanks to 
Jessie and Liz at the Strand 
Theater for opening the doors 
to the theater and hosting us 
for this event and to the Allen 
Insurance and Financial team 
who spent their day 
volunteering with us. Thank you
to Jenn and the team of Main 
Street Markets for being a 
collection site, and for creating 
an amazing display of much-
needed food items.

Today was a day community and 
connection, and joy— and we couldn’t be 
happier to have celebrated Martin Luther 
King Day in this way. 
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After many years, we are slowely seeing 
many projects being done to make our 
church beautiful. The first week of 
January, Jeff and Albert are laying 
sheets of plywood on top of the pews for 
better access for painting our sanctuary. 
As of the 8th, Albert had finished painting 
the ceiling and the fans were taken down
to be cleaned. 

HOW IT ALL WORKS

Second Congregational Church is a non-
profit, which means we rely on our 
members and friends to give to the church 
in order to pay the utility bills, the 
insurance, the minister, the music minister,
an assistant administrator, to have the 
church cleaned, and on and on.  Some of 
the funds which are given to the church 
are designated funds and we have 
separate accounts for those, such as 
Missions, Memorial, maintenance, music, 
Sunday School and others.  We meet in a 
very old building and because of this there
is much maintenance to be done on a 
regular basis.  And more often than not 
the funds are simply not there because, of 
course, we must pay the bills first.

We were fortunate last year, even in the 
midst of a pandemic, to have enough left-
over funds in our steeple account to 
continue painting the outside trim on the 
church and to rent a man-lift with the help 
of the Ladies Circle.  We have now moved
inside to paint out our sanctuary.  None of 
this happens without time invested in 
planning, scheduling, prioritizing, 
volunteering, and funding.

There was a time when the work of the 
church was done by volunteers, but those 
days are gone.  We are fortunate at SCC 
where much of the workload is still 
handled by volunteers and we are 
grateful.  The question was raised at the 
Annual Meeting about giving our members
who are currently paid for their work a 
cost-of-living raise.  At the present time 
they receive more than the State of Maine
minimum wage, which is currently 
$12.15.  Do they deserve more?  Of 
course they do!  Should others who give 
their time get paid, without question!  This 
is not up to 5 trustees, it is up to the 
congregation, that is how a congregational
church works.  However it is the 
responsibility of the trustees to make sure 
the bills are paid every month and our 
church is maintained.  The congregation 
determines all of this by their giving.

SCC has an endowment to fall back on 
when the monthly bills do not match the 
offering, and it happens.  We are allowed 
to withdraw 5% annually and this limitation
is in place to assure this fund is still 
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available for the future needs of the 
church.  Since 2011, $174,732 has been 
withdrawn from the endowment and for the
most part it was used to make up a 
shortfall.  Imagine what that could have 
been used for!

The church belongs to all of us and we all 
have a job to do.  No one wants to hear about 
money, money, money at every turn, but that 
is the reality of the work of the trustees.  And it
is the job of the congregation to be informed 
and to ask questions, if you have them.  Any 
one of us will do our best to answer them 
and/or to take your concerns to the trustee 
board.  We are dedicated to SCC and our 
decision making is always with the 
congregation in mind.

Thanks to everyone who brought in food 
for the month of January. The following 
is the list for February.

Feb 7 Soup

Feb 14 Pasta

Feb 21 Beans (no vegetarian or dry)

Feb 28 Beef and chicken ramen noodles 

Greetings from the library! I would like to 
inform folks that unless a book has been 
checked out properly it is considered 
STOLEN. I mention this because two 
books have not been checked out 
properly, the first being C.S Lewis The 
lion, the witch and the wardrobe and the 
other being Redwall by Brian Jacques. 
The proper way to check out a book is 
written on the yellow paper in front of the 
recommended reads. Also a reminder to 
renew a book please write your name and
date on the card if you have the book out 
for three weeks and need more time. 
Thanks, stay healthy, and don't look for 
trouble. From James the Wild Rover in the
library.  

 

FROM THE HISTORIAN

Hello everyone! While talking to my 
mother one day I asked her what year she
and Dad joined the church. Then I asked 
her how many years she taught Sunday 



The Cornerstone-February 2021
Publisher: 2CCWM                                                 Volume: No 2                                              Issue:  No 2

A monthly publication compiled by the Second Congregational Church of Warren, Maine.
PO Box 206, 252 Main St., Warren, Maine 04864 phone. (207) 273-2338    E-mail:   office.sccw@tds.net

school. From there we went down memory
lane about people who taught Sunday 
school and from there I talked with people 
who taught Sunday school, youth group, 
or were superintendent. I wanted to put in 
some history about the people who have 
taught Sunday school in the past. But I 
realized this is not a simple weekend 
project, so if any of you have done one or 
all three of the above then please let me 
know. If you just went to Sunday school 
please let me know what you can 
remember. I know I could probably look 
this up in a file, but it is more fun to talk to 
people and listen to their stories. So 
please call me or send James an email so 
I can have this ready for March newsletter.
Thanks Linda Lent

SOUPer Bowl Sunday, Feb 7, 2021 

Benefits Bread for the Journey food 
pantry Our goal is 100 cans Food pantry 
will take Progresso, Campbell, and store 
brand soup. Soup Ideas Tomato, 
vegetable, cream of chicken, chicken 
noodle, cream of mushroom, vegetable 
beef, or any other flavor. Thank you for 
your donation! 

Santuary Painting Update

What a difference a month makes!

Albert started this painting project the 
beginning of January and the ceiling is 
painted, as well as the molding.  The 
sanctuary walls are primed and he has 
started sanding the windows.  He spent 
about a week repairing the numerous 
cracks over every window and door, many
more than we even knew existed.

The ingenious staging built over the pews 
by Jeff and Albert has made his work 
much easier.  If you haven't yet taken a 
look I encourage you to do so.  And thank 
Albert for his diligence and dedication to 
SCC.


