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Wow!   I’ve been your pastor for a 
month already.  I hope many of you will 
continue to come into the office to see 
me, so we can get to know each other, 
or if I can be of assistance to you in any 
way.   After taking part in the church life 
these past several weeks, getting to 
know the time/days of meetings, other 
activities, etc., I wanted to let you know I
have set some official “office hours.”  I
want to accommodate as many of your 
schedules as possible.

Monday 10-2
Tuesday 2-6
Thursday 2-6
If any of these times is not convenient to
your schedule, please let me know a 
day/time that you are available and want
to meet, and I will be happy to do so.   
While I will be at the church Monday 
through Thursday all day (and into the 
evening on meeting nights!), these are 

the 12 hours each week I sent aside just
to meet with you.

I’m also planning a study/activity of 
some kind on a weekday and another 
on Wednesday evening, if there is 
interest.   Ideas are welcome and I 
would very much appreciate your input 
into designing this time together.   I have
led Life Journaling, Lectio Divina, 
Spiritual Writing, classes on Finding 
Your Spiritual Gifts, and also Spiritual 
Disciplines/Practices.   I am open to any
other topics that might interest you and 
bring people in for discussion!

As we move from summer into fall (I 
know, I know….), we will be starting 
back with some holidays (Labor Day), 
Rally Day here at the church, beginning 
Sunday School,  recognition in worship 
service of the Jewish New Year (Rosh 
Hashanah) and Yom Kippur (Day of 
Atonement), the autumnal equinox, and 
Grandparents Day.   Looks to be a great
month of activity and fun!

As the days become a little cooler (and 
shorter), we instinctively begin to draw 
closer (as social distancing allows) and 
go within.   Let it be a time for letting 
go of some old things and opening 
up to the new.   Harvest is a time of 
abundance - be open to the Spirit, and 
reap that which you have been sowing 
in your heart.   If our harvest seems a bit
scant, perhaps we can sow more seeds 
of loving-kindness in the future (2 
Corinthians 9:6)
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Peace & All Good~

Pastor Bette

Is there interest for a Vision Board 
workshop/session sometime in the fall?  
This is an opportunity to put your ideas, 
goals, dreams and hopes into a tangible
form that can remind you daily of your 
aspirations and where God is calling 
you.  If so, we can prepare by gathering 
pictures, drawings, your individual and 
unique craft/gift/talent over the coming 
weeks, so we can work together on a 
Saturday morning (or another time/day) 
to create a vision board.  With the 
guidance of prayer and meditation on 
Scripture to prepare, let’s see what 
takes shape as we are led by Spirit!       
PB

Making the Turn

There comes a time with dependable 
rhythmevery year
late in August when the wind turns 
around, blows in air from the north to 
chill the bay and the year turns its face 
away from summer.Monarch butterflies

ripple down to zinnias that bend
toward late afternoon sun then bank 
their wings and lean into the last leg of 
their unavoidable flight plan. Sometime 
in every life there comes that inevitable 
turn when we face away I can’t be sure 
when that moment was for me.

by Sarah Wolfe-Wade

           

Date         Offering       Attendance

8/02           $   1,780.75     62
8/09           $   1,767.00     39
8/16           $   1,138.00     40
8/23           $   1,821.00     59
8/30           $   1,704.00     52

BIRTHDAYS

9/03     Patty Waters
9/04     Karen Carpenter
9/05     Valerie Miller
9/07     Regina Gamage
9/10     Tammy Hagin
9/14     Janice Overlock
9/18     Evelyn Anderson
9/20     Jeff Creighton
9/21     Katrina McIntosh
9/24     Haley Turner
9/29     Karen Mitchell
9/29     Richard Maxcy
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ANNIVERSARIES

         9/09     David & Marilyn Chase
9/14     Edric & Joan Day

FOOD BARREL REQUESTS

Here is a list of items needed at the 
Food Pantry:

9/06    Jams & Jellies
9/13    Pancake syrup
9/20    Baked beans (no vegetarian or    
dry beans)
9/27    Saltines

GETTING TO KNOW OUR MEMBERS

I would like to add to our newsletter 
each month about one of our members 
so we can get to know our church family
better. This month Robin Quinn so 
graciously volunteered to tell us about 
herself.

Hi my name is Robin Quinn.  I would 
like to tell you how my journey to SCCW
started and how I ended up in this 
beautiful state of Maine.   I was born 
and brought up in Rhode Island, no not
Long Island (ha-ha).  My parents were 
divorced when I was 5 years old.   My 
earliest memory is being in a boarding 
school in Fall River Massachusetts run 
by nuns.    I remember it was the year 
that I didn't see my dad at home 
anymore.   I feel that I was one of the 
lucky children of divorced parents 
because my daddy was always around. 
I always knew where he was and he 
was always in my life.  I am what
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some call a daddy's girl.  I was a good 
student in school and at home until I 
reached 16 going into 17. I was very 
good friends with this girl and for the first
time she talked me into skipping school. 
I was in the 12th grade (dumb).  I ended 
up skipping school for like a month or 
so.   I always called mom after school to
tell her I was done with school but this 
day she said “Your father is waiting for 
you at home”.  I knew what that meant.  
I was in big trouble. I let my friends talk 
me into just running away instead
of dealing with the consequences 
(another dumb move).  I was out on the 
streets for a couple of months when I 
was at a food kitchen called Amos 
House (run by nuns).  I remember sitting
there talking to God asking him to 
please show me the right way to go.   I 
was either going to go home and start a 
new or I was going to go even deeper 
into the street life.   At that exact 
moment the door opened up and
in walked my Aunty Ann.  She is my 
angel sent from God that day and every 
day since.  She looked at me and said 
baby you are coming home. I ran into 
her arms and thanked her. I also 
thanked God as I was going to her car.   
My friends were just sitting there not 
saying or doing anything.   I feel that
was the beginning of my journey to 
Maine.   I went home and spoke to my 
parents and dealt with the 
consequences.  From then on I feel that 
I was always searching for where I 
belonged in Gods world.  I know that 
doesn't sound right but it was what I was
thinking back then.  I went to a catholic 
church every week with my dad.  He 
always made sure that we were 
connected to church.   I ended up 

moving out and moving into an 
apartment when I was 18. I spent my 
20's and 30's really just trying to find 
myself in all the wrong ways.  I always 
had my faith but I really didn't know 
about God.   When I was in my 40's I 
met a woman named Alice.  I asked her 
what church she went to because I just 
wasn't getting anything from my church. 
She said I go to Riverpoint Advent 
Christian Church, would you like to 
come this Sunday.   That is where I 
found My God. I call him that because I 
believe we all have him.  He is special to
all.  I started to go to that church and 
learned to read the bible.   Oh what a 
surprise that was.   All my years of 
catholic schools, catechism and 
Sundays sitting there almost falling 
asleep to know that his word was what I 
should learn and live by.   Oh boy would 
I have done things a lot different all 
those years.  I remember the first time I 
started reading the bible I was in awe.   I
felt like I was learning what I was 
supposed to do and act.   Alice and I 
had become very close. God sent her to
me.  I know he did. In 2015 I lost my 
dad.  My daddy was my first love. I 
mean that with all my heart.  He showed
me how a man is supposed to love and 
treat a woman.  Then in March, 3 
months after daddy passes, my Poppa 
(stepdad) passed.  Then in January my 
mom passed.  All through this Alice was 
there no matter what. Needless to say I 
needed something and Alice knew what.
She said, do you want to come to Maine
with me.  I use to live there.   I am going 
for a visit for a week.  I said sure.   We 
were coming into Maine and I saw the 
sign Welcome to Maine.   I looked over 
at Alice and said Wayne and I are 
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moving here.  She said what?  Why?  I 
said I have no idea but we are. God just 
told me I need to be here. Approximately
3 months later we came to Rockland to 
meet with a Realtor to look at some 
property.  We spent all day going all 
over but found nothing.  Then we were 
on our way back to his office when he 
got an email that land was coming on 
the market the next day.  He asked if we
wanted to go and look at it.  We said 
yes.   We pulled into this dirt road with 
nothing but pine trees and blueberry 
bushes.   Wayne and I looked at each 
other and said this is it.  It never even 
made it to the market. We told him to 
offer what he is asking.  God all the way.
Wayne loves pine trees and my mom 
loved blueberry bushes. She had them 
all over her yard in Rhode Island.  When
we went to Warren Town Hall to speak 
with the Code Officer to talk about the 
property, we met Melody.   We asked 
her if there was a church that she goes 
to and she told us about Second 
Congregational Church of Warren, but 
honestly by the time we got up here, 
almost 2 years later, we had forgotten. 
When we went home we decided that 
we would make the move in October of 
2017.  We got all of our affairs in order 
and said all of our goodbyes.

No-one believed we would just move.   I 
told them all God told me come so I am 
going.  The first week-end we moved 
here, we looked on-line for a Christian 
church near Warren.  The first one
that came up was SCCW.  When we 
walked thru the doors we were 
welcomed by Eric Overlock.  His
Words to us were “Welcome to your 
church”.  What a great greeting.   

Another gift from God.  We were sitting 
there looking up at the choir and said to 
each other. Why does that woman in the
front row look familiar?  Well of course 
we didn't say anything.   The next week 
it hit us who Melody was. This was the 
church she told us about. That moment 
on we both knew that we were meant to
be in Warren Maine, a member of 
SSCW.  I want to thank everyone from 
the bottom of my heart for all the love, 
wisdom, advice you have all given to us.
I believe that this part of my journey is 
going to be the best.   I know that God 
Loves Me. Something I learned a lot 
since being in Maine.  I also would like 
to thank you all for showing me how 
Christian people act and treat people. 

God Bless You All My Brothers and 
Sisters in Christ,     Robin Quinn

I need someone to let me know your 
“story” so I can put it in the next 
newsletters. Any volunteers?

PRACTICE THE ART OF MISSIONS IN
PLACE

When church abruptly closed on March 
15 we were a month away from Easter 
Sunday and I would never have 
imagined we would not be in church 
again until June 7.  But that was the 
reality of our days and now somehow 
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we find ourselves in September a little 
bit wiser about what we are dealing with.

The Mission Board met for the first time 
outside in the church parking lot on May 
6 and we have continued to meet all 
summer.  "Practice the art of mission in 
place" was a recurring theme for our 
group.  In the beginning of this 
pandemic when we were all pretty much
confined to home, reaching out to others
in small ways got us through days and 
weeks, which looked exactly like the 
days and weeks that came before and 
after.

When we are faced with change as 
drastic as what we have been dealing 
with, we can either despair or we can 
rally. I believe the Mission Board, with 
the help of our faithful congregation, 
rallied!  To date we have given out 
nearly $7000! We were able to send 
$500/ea to our chosen Lent ministries; 
$500/ea to Knox County Homeless 
Coalition and Habitat for Humanity; 
$1000 to Area Interfaith Outreach; $420/
ea to sponsor 2 children to go to school 
in Haiti and Mexico; the list goes on.  
Bread for the Journey continues to do 
their work, the Children's Clothing 
Exchange is once again open and AIO 
has finished a state-of-the-art facility in 
Rockland that will open in just days.  
This is the work we are called to do and 
we are doing it!

We hope to come up with a new hands-
on project for Christmas and Advent, but
don't yet know what it will look like. If 
anyone has an idea please share it with 
one of the Mission Board members. We 
have supported Operation Christmas 

Child for many years, but feel this 
ministry has grown too large and is 
asking for too much funding. We will be 
looking closer to home to fulfill this same
need.

Thank you one and all for supporting 
Missions at our church. We cannot give 
in this way without everyone's 
participation and the need is great. 

"Each of you should give what you have 
decided in your heart to give, not 
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God
loves a cheerful giver." 2 Corinthians 9:7
                                  -Irene Maxcy

Not a lot of NA news this month. They 
are bust maneuvering this Covid thing 
too!

The year round delegate task team is 
busy finishing the churches packet with 
YRD  info in it. It will be sent to all 
member churches. We meet via 
conference calls about once a month.

There is also a racial justice task team 
that was formed June 17, 2020. They 
are hoping to provide resources to 
educate, create safe places for dialog, 
use both print and video, offer 
discussion starters and find ways to 
provide healing to our hurting world.
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Thank you for allowing me to be your 
year round delegate (YRD)! If anyone 
has any questions, comments or 
concerns – please contact me.

Blessings,  Marcia Cifaldo, YRD

CARING AND SHARING SISTERS

 
News – Lawn Sale and Celebration

Our next business meeting is Monday 
September 7th at 6:30 pm. If anyone is 
interested in joining us. please come to 
a meeting and see what we are about. 
We realize this is a holiday, we decided 
at our last meeting that we would still 
meet.

On Saturday September 19th from 8 to 
1:00 pm at the Robinson Farm, 1330 
Atlantic Highway, Warren,  we will 
behaving a benefit lawn sale. This sale 
is in place of our annual soup supper 
and auction. Since we have been 
receiving items for auction, we thought it
would be a good idea to have a lawn 
sale instead. Social distancing will be 
best maintained in the outdoors. We will 

pray for good weather. If it should rain, 
we will postpone until a later date in the 
spring of 2021. If you have items you 
would like to donate, they can be 
dropped off at the Robinson Farm any 
day after September 1st.

On Sunday September 27th we will be 
celebrating our 30/31st year 
anniversary. There will be cake and 
drinks set up outdoors (weather 
permitting) after service. We will also be 
delivering a Mission Moment to the 
congregation during service telling 
everyone who we are and what we do 
for the church and community. Please 
join us for these most important events 
coming up in September. Blessings to 
all. Be safe.

CARING & SHARING SISTERS

WELCOME TO THE NEW

 AIO turns 30 this year, and the new 
facility enhances AIO’s ability to expand 
the Food Pantry and Energy Assistance 
Programs to the communities they 
serve. Just shy of two years since AIO 
Food and Energy Assistance purchased
the 1A Gordon Drive property AIO is 
excited to announce that the $1.2m 
capital campaign and the building are 
complete, with a scheduled opening in 
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September. “Together we did it! We are 
so grateful to our community- 
individuals, businesses and foundations-
whose generous contributions have 
brought us to the finish line of our capital
campaign, making AIO’s new building a 
reality. Thank you. With the campaign 
complete, we are now busy preparing 
the building in order to open to our 
clients in early September.  This is truly 
a project built by the community, for 
the community. I hope that it sends a 
clear message to all those who visit us: 
We care about you. We are dedicated to
making your lives better. Yes, we 
provide groceries and heating…but this 
building means much more than that. It 
is about connection and community and 
we can’t wait to open the doors and 
welcome people in”, says Liz Jenkins, 
AIO Board President. 

Knox County Gleaners

Harvesting  our  Fields,Feeding  our
Hungry.  Volunteers  work  with  local
farms to glean vegetables that are taken
to local food pantries for our neighbors
in  need.  Thanks  Harvard  Pilgrim
Healthcare for supporting our program.
More fresh food into peoples hands!

          KNOXCOUNTYGLEANERS@GMAIL.COM

FEEDING AMERICA (USING THE MAP
THE MEAL GAP MODEL) AND GOOD 
SHEPHERD FOOD BANK RECENTLY 
ANNOUNCED THAT THE STATEWIDE 
RATES OF HUNGER ARE 
PROJECTED TO GROW BY AS MUCH 
AS 40% IN 2020. KNOX COUNTY HAS 
THE 4TH HIGHEST RATES IN THE 
STATE, WITH FOOD INSECURITY 
PROJECTED TO INCREASE 46% 
OVERALL. KNOX COUNTY’S RATE 
OF CHILDHOOD FOOD INSECURITY 
IS PROJECTED TO INCREASE BY 52%
- ONE IN FOUR KIDS WILL 
EXPERIENCE HUNGER. THE TIME IS 
NOW FOR AIO AND THE COMMUNITY
TO INVEST IN RESOURCES WHICH 

CAN BEST 
SUPPORT THE 
HEALTH AND 
WELL-BEING OF

OUR KNOX 
COUNTY CHILDREN. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
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AIO turns 30 this year, 
and the new facility 
enhances AIO’s ability 
to expand the Food 
Pantry and Energy 
Assistance Programs 
to the communities 
they serve. Just shy of 
two years since AIO 

Food and Energy Assistance purchased the 1A
Gordon Drive property AIO is excited to 
announce that the $1.2m capital campaign 
and the building are complete, with a 

scheduled 
opening in 

September. “Together we did it! We are so 
grateful to our community- individuals, 
businesses and foundations- whose generous 
contributions have brought us to the finish 
line of our capital campaign, making AIO’s 
new building a reality. Thank you. With the 
campaign complete, we are now busy 
preparing the building in order to open to our
clients in early September.  This is truly a 
project built by the community, for the 
community. I hope that it sends a clear 
message to all those who visit us: We care 
about you. We are dedicated to making your 
lives better. Yes, we provide groceries and 
heating…but this building means much more 
than that. It is about connection and 
community and we can’t wait to open the 
doors and welcome people in”, says Liz 
Jenkins, AIO Board President. 
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HARD WORK  ERS!  

Thanks for all you do Jeff to maintain
our church and the grounds. I caught

Albert and Jeff taking advantage of the
lift to trim some of the trees. Jeff gives a
lot of his time for the betterment of our

church. 

 NEWS FROM THE TRUSTEES

Albert has done an amazing job both 
with the painting and the cleaning of the 
church's exterior!  The use of a man-lift 
for the month of August was necessary 
for the very high trim and thanks goes to
the Ladies Circle for their donation 
toward the rental.  Left-over Steeple 
Project funds have been put toward 
paying Albert and for material.

This trim has not been painted in a very 
long time and has required much 
sanding and caulking before any paint is
applied.  In some cases trim had to be 
replaced.  Getting on that back roof, 
which is still partly slate, has been 
tricky.  If you get the opportunity to 
thank Albert please let him know how 
much you appreciate his TLC of our 
church building.  And perhaps extend 
that same thanks to Jeff, who has put in 
his own share of hours on this job.

This trim has not been painted in a very 
long time and has required much 
sanding and caulking before any paint is
applied.  In some cases trim had to be 
replaced.  Getting on that back roof, 
which is still partly slate, has been 
tricky.  If you get the opportunity to 
thank Albert please let him know how 
much you appreciate his TLC of our 
church building.  And perhaps extend 
that same thanks to Jeff, who has put in 
his own share of hours on this job.
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