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MY MESSAGE TO YOU 

 
 

 
 
 

 

“To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: 

These are the words of him who holds the 

seven stars in his right hand and walks among 

the seven golden lampstands.  I know your 

deeds, your hard work and your perseverance. 

Yet I hold this against you: You have forsaken 

the love you had at first.  Consider how far you 

have fallen! Repent and do the things you did 

at first. If you do not repent, I will come to you 

and remove your lampstand from its place.” – 

Revelation 2:1-2, 4-5 NIV  

 

 

 

 

‘All you need is love, all you need is love. All 

you need is love, love, love is all you need.” –

The Beatles  

On Wednesday mornings in the Upper Room 

at Second Congregation Church a good 

handful of people have been meeting to study 

the most misunderstood book of the Bible, the 

Book of Revelation.  

So far this group and I have navigated through 

the first couple of chapters, and I hope that 

over the next six months or so we will make 

our way through the entire book.  

In the second chapter of Revelation Jesus 

gives instructions to the growing Christian 

community in the city of Ephesus.  

He commends them for their hard work and for 

their perseverance, but gives them a stern 

warning about the importance of love.  

You see the Christians at Ephesus had a lot of 

good things going for them;  

Their church was started by Paul the Apostle.  

They knew and understood correct Christian 

doctrine.  

They were experiencing growth in 

membership.  
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They were the home of John the Apostle and 

Mother Mary.  

But somewhere between all the correct 

doctrine and church growth, they stopped 

loving one another.  

And Jesus gives them a stern warning, “Love 

one another or I will remove the Holy Spirit 

from your presence”.  

That sort of warning is very sobering, and 

should be.  

And it still applies to the church today.  

We can know all the correct doctrines of the 

church, we can have all the by-laws 

memorized, we can be the platform for growth 

in membership, but if we don’t have love for 

one another, eventually the Spirit will be 

removed from our gathering.  

A great spiritual exercise for all of us is to 

pause before we react or respond to something 

or someone and ask the question “does my 

next action look like the love of God?”  

I hope to see you at Meditation on Mondays, 

Coffee and Conversations on Tuesdays, Book 

of Revelation Study on Wednesdays, and 

Worship Service on Sundays.  

Peace and grace,  

Rev. Matt  

 

 

FEBRUARY  BIRTHDAYS 

 

 
 

2/02     Emily Beattie 
2/09     Kyara S. 
2/16     Patty Weaver 
2/19     Edric Day 
2/22     Cynthia Field 
2/22     Khyllie Cochran 

 
 

 

 
 

FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES 

                                 None 
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WEEKLY COLLECTION 

 

 
 

Date        Collection        People 
 
           1/06/19    $1449.00         68 
           1/13/19    $1532.00         52 
           1/20/19    $        .00           0 
           1/27/19    $2078.00         60 
 

OFFICE HOURS  
 

The office hours of the church are 8-12 
Wednesday and Thursday. Our church 
administrator will be available to help with 
anything you need. If you send something to 
the office on other days, just be aware she 
might not be able to get to it until she works 
again.  
 

CHURCH DIRECTORY  
 

If anyone would like a church directory printed, 
just see the administer and she can print you 
off one. There are usually some copies on the 
table in the fellowship room. There is an 
iPhone and android app for your phone, 
available under the ‘contact us’ tab on the 
website.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

CHURCH ENVELOPES 
 

If anyone would like to receive offertory 
envelopes, please contact the Administrator or 
the Treasurer in the office. It is also a way of 
pledging to your church and to missions on a 
regular bases and receiving a report each year 
in January for income tax deductions.   

 
 

 
While Rev. Matt 
was on vacation, 
Rev. Peter 
Panagore 
graced our 
church with his 
sermon on 
dreams. Also, 
this was the first 
week without 
Nancy vanVuuren as our music director.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Amber Hagin took over leading the music for a 
month while on break from college. She and 
Ian Goode did a heartfelt song called Rivers 
and Roads.  
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FOOD PANTRY 
 

Thank you to everyone 
who donated food for 
January. It was a 
crazy month with 
storms and weather. Remember that the food 
pantry is open on Thursdays 9-11 at the old 
brick school. The following is the list for the 
month of February  
 
Feb 3: SOUPer bowl Sunday  
Feb 10 jams and jellies (apple, grape, or 
strawberry) 
Feb 17: baked beans (no vegetarian) 
Feb 24: Saltine crackers 
 
Thank you for supporting your local food pantry 
 
Once again, the Patriots are heading to the 
super bowl! While we are all watching the 
game, eating our pizza and nachos, and 
drinking our beer and etc., it will be a warm 
feeling for us that we gave can(s) of soup for 
the food pantry. Even though minimum wage 
has gone up so has the cost of food and during 
the winter there is nothing like a bowl of soup 
to warm us up (except maybe a second bowl.) 
As I write this I do not know if the Baptist 
church has accepted our challenge, if they 
don't that is okay. It is still fun to see how many 
different kinds of soup as well as how many 
different cans we can bring in.   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
It amazes me the price of a can of soup, so I 
am always looking for a deal. At Hannaford I  
can find a four pack of Campbell’s chicken 
noodle soup for under $4. Two weeks ago, 
when I was at Walmart not only did I find 
chicken noodle in a four pack but also tomato 
and CREAM OF MUSHROOM all for a little 
less than Hannaford. For an even better deal if 
you go to Sam's club you can get a case of 
chicken noodle (12 cans) for $9 and change. I 
am usually in Augusta once a month so I check 
the prices as I stock up on food. If you would 
like to donate ($) instead of soup just give it to 
Janice Overlock and tell her it is for the 
SOUPer bowl. Again, I thank everyone who 
donates to the SOUPer bowl, it gets bigger 
every year.  
 
 
 

 

Thanks to everyone who brings in their bottles 
and puts them in the bottle box. Right now the 
money will be split between the food pantry 
and the clothes closet. If you have any bottles 
that need to be picked up please let us know.  
                                   -   Ken and Linda 
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TO:  K-12 students, Families & Friends 

of the 

 Second Congregational Church of 

Warren 
 

                  

Sunday- February 3rd, 2019 

:  Open skate at M.R.C. 1-2pm 
 

We know that everyone is SUPER busy so 

please join us for our monthly time of 

fellowship and fun!  
 

WE MISS YOU! 

 

           
✓ Pizza will be served after Church at 

11:30am  

✓ Rides, skating and skate rentals will be 

provided. We will be leaving the 

church at 12:15 and will return back to 

the Church by 2:45pm. 

✓ We need ideas for our Mid-March 2019 

event! Bowling? Sledding? 
 

Please text Tammy Hagin @ 542-7198 or 

Becky @ 691-2964 with any questions 

and to R.S.V.P.  (Please RSVP by Feb 2nd) 
 

     WE HOPE TO SEE YOU ALL VERY SOON! 

  

 

 

LETTER TO THE CONGREGATION FROM THE TREASURER 

It was brought to my attention at the January Council meeting that some do not wish to 

receive the end of year offering letter, which includes a total of the year's giving. This 

amount is the total received throughout the year in an offering envelope, including 

missions, in check form or in a plain envelope with your name or envelope # on it. Any 

cash put in the offering plates is simply recorded as "loose cash". If you do not wish to 

receive an end of year letter for tax purposes, please let me know. I will be compiling a 

list for next year. 

Either call me at 273-2592 or send me an email at weaver8404@roadrunner.com.   

There are still offering boxes available and any member who would like one can simply 

pick one with no name and let me know the number. In each box there is an Initial 

Offering envelope which helps defray the cost of the boxes, approximately $4.00. Thank 

you and if you have any questions concerning envelopes or end of year letters please 

let me know.                                                                          - Pat Weaver, Treasurer 
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EVERY LITTLE BIT ADDS UP TO A LOT! 
 

The following excerpt was from an email sent by The Root Cellar (Portland, Maine). 
Their mission is to engage neighbors and volunteers to cultivate social, economic and 
spiritual wholeness as part of God's kingdom.  
 
 

We received a very interesting package from a 
mysterious visitor yesterday.  It contained one hundred 
sealed envelopes which looked like they had been 
collected over the past 10 years.  There was also a note, 
typed on the back of a Sunday school illustration.  It 
read, "For years I have been saving these envelopes 
thinking one day I would grow up and be a philanthropist 
and have all sorts of resources to pull from to fill those 

envelopes and donate.  Well that day has never come.  Therefore, rather than bury 
these requests in the depths of my storage space, I have decided it would be better to 
start my dream endeavor by giving from what I have rather than waiting for a bounty to 
arrive.  Please accept this small donation to your ministry, I hope one day to do even 
more."  Included were 100/$2.00 bills, adding up to a $200 donation. 
 
 
This is the kind of story that makes us feel good about the generosity of people and 
shows us how we too can be generous people. Every Sunday we have the opportunity 
to give to Missions by simply putting a mission offering in our church offering 
envelope.  Over the past 5 years Missions has given out over $56,000! This has not 
come from large donations, but from the kind of giving The Root Cellar recently received 
from the mysterious visitor.  And every little bit, adds up to a lot!  Please consider 
making Missions part of your giving.  – Irene Maxcy 
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FROM THE MODERATOR AT THE ANNUAL MEETING 

 As the New Year begins, we have some much to be thankful for as a church. While 

change is always accompanied by doubt and uncertainty, it has not prevented a long list 

of blessings and accomplishments for this church.  

 

• A mission offering that raised $11,651 for mission projects;  

• A Godspell musical production that drew national attention; 

• Bowes fund that gave out $8,560 in help to people in Warren; 

• $30,000 in maintenance projects without using money from our regular operating 

funds; 

• Funded the tuition of 4 kids to Camp Winni; 

• A Discretionary Fund that gave thousands to people in crisis; 

• A spring fling that attracted a full house for the benefit of the Scouts Help for 

members in need; 

• Received a $50,000 gift to start a building fund; 

• Music solos by Addy, Amber and Ian that each got 1000 or more views on Face 

Book; 

• A Nominating Committee that has found candidates willing to fill many open 

seats on our boards and committees;  

• A memorial bench and walkway; 

• Children's Clothing Exchange and Bread for the Journey food pantry with our 

Baptist brothers and sisters; 

• A Riverside Fellowship club scholarship fund; 

• And the blessings of Andy, Nancy and Matt Friends ! 

 

All this and more are your 180 gallons of good wine! Thank you all for helping make this 

a reality. It is this kind of love and dedication that will make the light of this Church shine 

bright in this community for years to come. May we all give thanks to God for all these 

blessings and “Labor for its peace and purity and walk together in love”. 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO OUR CHURCH — FEBRUARY 24, 2019  

LIST OF PRESENTS

Cleaning Supplies  

Windex Murphy Oil Soap 

Lysol Yellow Jug Bathroom Cleaner  

Lysol Toilet Bowl Cleaner  

End dust/Pledge 

Disinfectant wipes  

Pine sol  

Mr. Clean Magic Erasers 

Swifter Sheets 

SOS Pads  

Scrubby Pads 

Oven Cleaner  

 

Paper & Plastic  

Napkins  

Paper Towels  

Toilet Paper  

Coffee Cups 

Plastic Glasses 

9” plates 

6” plates 

Tissues  

Spoons & Forks  

Coffee Filters  

 

 

 

 

 

Fellowship Supplies 

 Regular & Decaf Coffee 

 Coffee Stirrers 

 Creamers 

 Sugar Packets 

 Sweet & Low  

 Stevia  

 Butter Pats  

 

Office Supplies 

 Copy Paper  

 Stamps 

 Gift card at Staples  

 

Miscellaneous  

Gift Cards 

Warren True Value Purple Garbage Bags  

Tall Kitchen Garbage Bags 

 Industrial size foil 

 Industrial size saran wrap  

 Liquid Hand Soap  

 Dish Towels 

 First Aid Kit 
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Thanks to all... 
 
On behalf of myself and my wife Carol, we 
would like to thank everyone for the support 
that we have received in recent weeks.  
Thank you for your prayers, the visits, the 
cards, the calls, the food, the help and for 
the cat litter.  We consider ourselves truly 
blessed to have the support and love of our 
church family. 
 
As I leave the diaconate, I would like to 
thank all the deacons that I have worked 
with over the years.  I would like to offer a 
special “call out” to the Second Chair 
Deacon, Lauri Stetson for all her hard work 
and dedication to the task.  Thank you, 
Lauri...you are the best! 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to 
recognize and thank the all the deacons for 
their unselfish and hard work that they have 
done and continue to do for our church. 
 
They do far more than what you see at 
Sunday morning service...that is just the tip 
of the iceberg as it were.  They are a 
dedicated group that work tirelessly and 
seamlessly to serve the Congregation of our 
church.  They are a loyal group that is eager 
to help and step up anywhere and 
everywhere they are needed and they do so 
with reverence and dedication.  They are 
the overseers of the spiritual life of our 
church.  They do it all...from keeping the 
candles filled for church service to doing 
hospitality visits to the sick and infirmed.   
 
They are always willing to do the tasks that  
are required of them and more....it is not 
uncommon to see them working and 
sweating at the Hot Dog stand during 
Warren Day...then serve the elements of  
communion to the congregation the very 
next day. 

 
They work in support of the Minister and 
interface with the Music Ministry.  It is their 
duty to see to it that the Pulpit is filled on 
any given Sunday should the Minister be 
absent. 
 
I would like to thank our Junior Deacon(s) 
as well.  Remember:  Without a Junior 
Deacon in place, we would be hard pressed 
to have our Sunday Service recorded. 
 
A perfect example of their dedication to 
service would be a situation that happened 
not too long ago when our Minister was 
away on a planned absents.  At our 
deacons meeting we decided to forgo 
obtaining a “Supply Minister” and to do the 
entire Sunday Service ourselves.   Every 
deacon stepped up and contributed to the 
service...every deacon took part in the 
service in one way or another...and we 
pulled it off perfectly!  They did it all...from 
soup to nuts. 
 
After the service, I was at the back of the 
sanctuary...off to the side...shaking hands 
with the congregation as they were leaving.  
Many of the congregation offered accolades 
and Kudos on a job well done.  My favorite 
feedback came from Paul Andrews.  He 
shook my hand and leaned forward saying: 
“You know...you know you folks could save 
us a lot of money!” 
I was never so proud of our deacons (or to 
be a deacon for that matter) as I was that 
day. 
 
Thank you for allowing me to serve as 
deacon at the Second Congregational 
Church of Warren. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Sterling Robinson – Deacon First Chair 
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