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A new month before us – the last month of
the year.  Some are happy to “see the end
of 2020.”  The last ten months have 
brought challenge, disbelief, heartache, 
anger, sadness and frustration.   
December is usually a whirlwind month -  
celebrations, parties, tinsel, trees, Santa, 
and Christmas lights.  We travel to shops 
and to the homes of friends and relatives.  
We have office parties and family parties 
and church celebrations.   There is 
Christmas caroling to shut-ins, a cookie 
exchange, craft show, a Yankee swap.  
Not so this year.  While many are 
lamenting and yearning for “Christmas 
past,” like Ebenezer Scrooge, we are 
missing what is before us.   A Christmas 
present - the gift that we may discover 
amidst the letdown and the 
disappointment.   In early tradition, before 
Christmas trees and St. Nick were ever 
thought of - the season of YULE existed.  

Yule begins on the Winter Solstice, the 
shortest day of the year.  We are not in 
tune with the cycle of the seasons and the
phases of the moon as the ancients were. 
The word solstice literally means “sun 
stands still” and it’s the point during the 
Earth's orbit around the sun at which the 
sun is at its greatest distance from the 
equator.  Take heart, my friends!   It also 
means that from Dec. 21st onward, the 
period of sunlight increases and days 
appear longer.  We’re almost there!   Yule 
is the celebration of the shortest day.  We 
light candles to brighten the darkness.   
We light the Yule log to bring warmth to 
the hearth.   We decorate with holly, 
evergreen, mistletoe and other greens to 
celebrate nature even in the midst of cold 
and barrenness.   Now that we are more 
homebound than usual and have more 
empty pages/dates on our calendars, it 
can also be a time of staying in instead of 
going out.   It can be a time of meditation, 
reflection, quietness and going inward.  
This Christmas present, as opposed to 
our holidays past and those we hope to 
celebrate in the future, can be a gift in 
itself.  

Letting go of expectations that things will 
“be the same,” and realizing this is a 
different pace, different scenario, different 
time, can go a long way to help us in 
accepting what is.   Perhaps it can be a 
season for a new tradition.  Instead of 
buying gifts for family/friends, consider 
giving money to worthy charities and 
causes.  Many organizations that help the 
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widow and orphan, the homeless and 
hungry, are hurting especially this year.  
Donations are extremely welcome and 
needed.   Maybe we can all write down our
vision of the “perfect Christmas/holiday 
celebration” for next year, and then 
implement it.   Instead of the fruitcakes, 
cookies and candy canes we usually have 
and share, perhaps we can put out 
cranberry and popcorn chains for the birds
-  some orange slices -   and spend some 
time outdoors in nature.   We can still play 
our favorite Christmas music!   Gather 
everyone in, light the candles and 
fireplace and Christmas lights, and watch 
an old favorite - “It’s a Wonderful Life,” 
“White Christmas,”  “Holiday Inn,”  “Miracle
on 34th Street,”  “Rudolph,”  “How the 
Grinch Stole Christmas,” “Charlie Brown’s 
Christmas,” or whatever your favorite is (I 
like “Christmas in Connecticut” with 
Barbara Stanwyck!)  Share some family 
time.   If you are separated from family this
year, make the call and get everyone on 
the phone, or the Skype or Zoom!!   
CELEBRATE!   Just because it’s not the 
SAME doesn’t mean it’s not good.  
Christmas is a feeling in our hearts, not 
just a day on the calendar.  We can use 
this time of silence and darkness to 
actually be a time of Light and en-LIGHT-
enment.   Sit in the dark and contemplate 
what Christmas really means in your heart 
of hearts - the coming of Christ into the 
world, into our very souls -  and prepare
Him room.                                           
Merry Christmas & Happy Yule ~

        -     Pastor Bette

BIRTHDAYS

12/04     Debbie Collemer
12/06     Harlene Jordan
12/06     Jane Sprowl
12/08     Susie Overlock
12/12     Janet Andrews
12/12     Julie Lent
12/13     Patty Overlock
12/15     Bradley Miller
12/16     Nancy vanVuuren
12/17     Sarah Brown
12/19     Hope Creighton
12/20     Madison McIntosh
12/23     James Lent
12/23     January Peavey
12/24     Bob Augustine   

ANNIVERSARIES

12/17    Leland & Valerie Boggs ll
12/20    Eric & Patty Overlock
12/31    Sterling & Carolyn Robinson
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Date         Offering       Attendance

11/01          $2,386.00           36
11/08          $1,826.00           46
11/15          $   832.00           38
11/22          $1,095.00           38
11/29           N/A

DID YOU KNOW?

There are two
wall hangings in
the sanctuary.
How did they
get there? In the
year 2002 Rev.
F. Duncan
Green and his
wife donated
them. The one
on the east
wall’s message is “God loves us”! On the 
west wall the message is “Because He 
lives I can face tomorrow”! Who made 
these? I was surprised to learn they were 
made by a woman from Connecticut and 
not as I thought quilters from our 
congregation.      - Sandra Overlock

Holiday Wrapping Fundraiser
at the Grasshopper Shop of Rockland!

 

WHO:  Schools, non-profits, and 
community organizations. 

WHAT:  An opportunity for volunteers to 
collect donations from our customers in 
exchange for holiday gift wrapping. 

We provide all the materials:  gift wrap, 
ribbon, tape, scissors, etc.

All we need are 1-2 enthusiastic 
volunteers to wrap and talk up their 
organizations! 

Feel free to bring sign(s), brochures, and 
other promotional materials to display on 
the wrapping table.

WHEN:  We need volunteers on Friday 
12/11 - Thursday 12/24. 

We especially need gift wrappers during 
the week before Christmas The closer we 
get to the holiday, the more customers 
we’ll have, and the greater the potential 
for collecting donations!

WHERE: 400 Main St. in Rockland

HOW TO SIGN UP:   Please telephone 
the Grasshopper Shop at 596-6156 and 
ask to speak to a Manager.
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Unfortunately, we cannot accept sign-
ups via email.

Our goal is to have volunteers lined up 
before we get into the busy Thanksgiving 
season.  Please respond no later than 
Monday, November 16.      

Please don’t hesitate to telephone us if 
you have any questions.

Thank you!

 COVID-19 UPDATES:
The Grasshopper Shop is responsible for 
ensuring the safety of our 
employees, customers, and volunteers 
during the Corona virus pandemic. 

Please read about our safety procedures 
below, and let us know if you have any 
questions or concerns 
at grassroc@gmail.com or (207) 596-
6156.

 
Our Safety Procedures:

· We are requiring everyone in the 
store to wear a face mask. Masks 
are available for your use at the 
front and back doors.

· Automatic Hand-Sanitizer 
dispensers are located at both 
doors. 

· We are asking everyone to 
physically distance. As much as 
possible, please keep 6’ between 
you and others on the sales floor.

· State of Maine rules limit us to 25 
customers in the store at a time.

· Please let us know at 596-6156 if 
you’re feeling sick and stay at 
home. Thanks!

The Grasshopper Shop of Rockland
400 Main Street
Rockland, ME 04841
(207) 596-6156
(207) 596-6187 fax
grassroc@gmail.com
www.grasshoppershopofrockland.co
m

AIO UPDATE

AIO Adjusts Operations to Offer 
Safe Curbside Food Assistance

With the ever-changing statewide 
COVID-19 activity, plus our 
approaching winter, AIO Food and 
Energy Assistance is pivoting our 
operations to keep everyone safe, 
healthy, fed and warm.  It is AIO's 
intention to continue providing food 
and energy assistance to those who 
need it in our community – now more 
than ever.  For the safety and 
protection of our clients and 
volunteers, the AIO Food Pantry has 
revised our client service and 
volunteer procedures as follows.   

Food Assistance

Beginning Monday, November 30, 
AIO will be distributing food from the 
parking lot offering “Curbside 
Delivery”.  Clients will receive pre-
packaged bags and boxes which will 
include a variety of groceries 
including meat, dairy and vegetables 
(items will vary).  We will continue to 
pass out One Less Worry products, 
and diapers for the Diaper Project. 
Address is 1 Gordon Drive (in the 
Rockland Industrial Park- look for the 
bright orange AIO sign).   Our new 

4

http://www.grasshoppershopofrockland.com/
http://www.grasshoppershopofrockland.com/
mailto:grassroc@gmail.com
mailto:grassroc@gmail.com


The Cornerstone-December 2020
Publisher: 2CCWM                                                 Volume: No 12                                                Issue:  No 12

A monthly publication compiled by the Second Congregational Church of Warren, Maine.
PO Box 206, 252 Main St., Warren, Maine 04864 phone. (207) 273-2338    E-mail:   office.sccw@tds.net

hours for clients are Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday 10:00am - 
12:00pm and Wednesday 4:30pm - 
6:30pm.  We expect to follow these 
new procedures through the winter.

Energy Assistance

Our Energy Assistance teams are 
now providing heating assistance 
appointment by phone only.  Energy 
Advisors are in the AIO building 
Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursday 
and are located in their private 
offices.  No clients are coming to the 
facility.  If you have any questions, 
please email 
Rhonda energyassistance@aiofoodpa
ntry.org   

Weekend Meal

This program will continue as normal 
to provide Knox County children with 
weekend meal kits every week.  Each 
Wednesday afternoon, meal kits are 
assembled from 1:00 – 3:00pm.  
Crates of meal kits are distributed to 
the schools on Thursdays.  For more 
information, please email 
Molly weekendmeal@aiofoodpantry.o
rg

Our Annual Appeal is Underway

AIO is grateful by the outpouring of 
support that our community has 
shown us this year which enables AIO
to continue to have more food and 
heat available for those families who 
need support more than ever.  Making
an online donation is safe and 
easy- visit aiofoodpantry.org/donate. 

You can also mail a check to P.O. 
Box 113, Rockland, ME 04841.

Stay in Touch

Download our new brochure and 
please share.  To keep current on our
activity, follow us 
on Facebook or Instagram and check 
our website (www.aiofoodpantry.org) 
for updates.   If you have any 
questions, please get in touch with 
us:  email@aiofoodpantry.org  or 
phone 207-596-1043.

NEW OFFERTORY ENVELOPE

Starting in January, we will have new 
offering envelopes. They will not be the 
ones that have two pockets. You only 
need to put one check or cash in. On the 
outside is a place to write how much you 
want to go to offering and if you want to 
donate to Missions, please write that 
amount in. You will also find an envelope 
that says Initial offering, this helps pay for 
the envelopes. The envelopes were less 

5

mailto:email@aiofoodpantry.org
http://email.mg2.lglcrm.net/c/eJxljstqBCEQRb9Gl6JVPsaFiyQyv9GIj56Gbm3Eocnfx5mQVaCgDhdu1UkuB1k00M0BBy4EIEeBqJlg3sPdoDfGWKO_vCSSHyuwfd1jP1jNg05cjrDtW12XLRH1SZR3rwWAUlhrJsyI7u4xxknwg8B9znVdLGyttJbOUEf_Zq2vtLszjCsHoeej3kLqz1pzZ7EddLgQY3vWsaBEC_ThsopWa25uSt6kThhBKaO5LbEEDgXfbn-lf27zxq_aD_rjSnM
http://email.mg2.lglcrm.net/c/eJxljsFuxCAMRL8mHBG2SSgHDm2j_Y3IBZJFSiCirKL-fdlWPVWyNKORx37BRdbrhCI5VKgAkBQB0SRBzjPeDM3GGGum91kPWh0byn3bfT1kjk10uxyc9pS3JYVhfBvG2T0FkTRYa7rpkdjdvbVzoNcBb32u65IpfzbeKh_Sl6NnnMpaSjg5t_olqju5XZFh6k9r4VAfOcf63BXNsfflkdtCmiyKuwsEo7EYQamwjkzAfgwvyJYBjf6AH86_0j_OfuMX8xv8QU8G
http://email.mg2.lglcrm.net/c/eJxljkFrxCAQhX9NPIqOxkkOHraVQE_7E8LUmGzYRIN1Cfvv67b0VBh4j8e8mW-ygfRsgK0WBAgpQQkllTJccudgQOUQsUfz7nSjxb4A35bN553HUFi1407rtsZlXKemfWtaZ18CoLTse6ymRmyzt1KOr0ZdGhjqnOfJZ_LhM6U792mv0eXjOqQ0HRRLfqJg2R5UzkDS1Lc50ZQfMYb82mbFkvfpEcuotOqB3awQ5Amhxcl0HjR608FMKH0_-xA69UP6V_pHWm_8gn4DTeNPUA
http://email.mg2.lglcrm.net/c/eJxljk1uxCAMhU8DSwQ2P2XBYqZopK56hIgQJkEiZESJqt6-TKuuKll6z5b9_C0uBXnXQLMDDlwIQI4CUTPBvIebQW-MsUa_ekkk31dgZS2x7aymToed9pBLruuUF6KuRHn3FACUwlozzBjR4rbeHx8ELwRuo3quX2crLB776C5v79d2xO1siTb3CP0zBaHHt3aEpZ21pvbcpN2FGI-z9gklWqCbm2ehDdxno4yVCC9JCWW1BJwlcq7wB_Dv6B_gyPjl-wYskErx
http://email.mg2.lglcrm.net/c/eJxljsFuwyAQRL_GHBEsmA0HLg3Kb1hrwC6SDRYiqvr3pa1yymlGI83Miy6R3gyw7ECAkBKUUFIpwyX3Hh6oPCJaNHevJy3OHfixH6GdvKTOhl1Oykcu-5LjNH9Ms3e_AqC0tBaHGRE7HOW61RovKr1989r2CR6xFuqJNXdR_0okzTholWJ7lpIaD_Vk3VEI9Vn6orSywD6dBXNb420VEmkDozDFeRXGSAwIZk5_TK_SG9PY-Ef6Af43SIw
mailto:weekendmeal@aiofoodpantry.org
mailto:weekendmeal@aiofoodpantry.org
mailto:energyassistance@aiofoodpantry.org
mailto:energyassistance@aiofoodpantry.org


The Cornerstone-December 2020
Publisher: 2CCWM                                                 Volume: No 12                                                Issue:  No 12

A monthly publication compiled by the Second Congregational Church of Warren, Maine.
PO Box 206, 252 Main St., Warren, Maine 04864 phone. (207) 273-2338    E-mail:   office.sccw@tds.net

expensive so instead of costing $4.00 this 
year it is $3.00. 

Tithing letters will being going out the first 
of the year. If you want one for tax 
purposes, please let me know sometime in
December. 

Pat Weaver 

 
  "For it is in giving that we receive."  -St. 
Francis of Assisi

On the first Sunday of Advent, November 
29, the Mission Board has invited Sharon 
Hobson of One Less Worry to do a 
Mission Moment. One Less Worry is our 
chosen hands-on Advent project and on 
the 4 Sundays of Advent we are asking 
the congregation to bring the following:

November 29 - TP Sunday (toilet paper)
December 6 - T&P Sunday (tampons 
and pads)
December 13 - T&T Sunday 
(toothbrushes and toothpaste)
December 20 - S&S Sunday (soap and 
shampoo)

Our Advent offering will be given to our 
own Discretionary Fund and a new 
ministry to us, Kairos Prison Ministry.  
"The mission of the KPM is to share the 
transforming love and forgiveness of 
Jesus Christ to impact the hearts and lives
of incarcerated men, women and youth, 
as well as their families, to become loving 
and productive citizens of their 
communities." MSP is in our own 
backyard and anything we can do to 
transform lives benefits us all.

Please prayerfully consider what you can 
do this Advent season to fill someone's life
with hope, peace, joy and love.

 
TRUSTEES UPDATE

Our church is slowly being transformed! It 
isn't by magic, but lots of behind the 
scenes planning, scheduling, prioritizing, 
volunteering, and raising the necessary 
funds to get the work done. In August 
2016 the restoration of our steeple was 
begun with the award of a Steeples 
Project grant. Enough funding was raised 
to match the grant with sufficient funds left
over to build the second ramp and this 
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summer to paint nearly all the outside 
trim.  Albert worked diligently with the help
of a man-lift and weather that cooperated 
nicely.  And let us not forget with a little 
help from our Trustee Chair Jeff.

Again with much discussion with Albert, 
and the blessing of the Church Council, 
the trustees are planning to have the 
sanctuary painted between the New Year 
and Easter. Albert estimates it will take 
him about 2 months. We will hold Sunday 
service downstairs in the fellowship room 
or a combination of the upper room and 
the fellowship room. This is a huge 
undertaking, both logistically and to fund 
such a large project, estimated at a cost of
$15,000. We are reaching out to the 
congregation to ask for your help with 
funding. A Sanctuary Fund has been 
started with a recent donation of $5000 
and memorial funds given in Paul 
Andrew's memory.

We frequently get asked about what is 
happening with the parsonage site and 
again we are working on a plan. Right now
we are waiting for Peter Overlock to build 
a retaining wall with the granite from the 
foundation and to spread the mounds of 
fill.  Paving is going to be the next step, as 
well as, beautifying the reclaimed green 
space.  It all takes time and resources, but
the end result will be worth the wait.

The trustees are very grateful to everyone 
who has stepped up to keep our church 
running smoothly during these past 9 

months.  Let's continue to do all we can to
keep our doors open to worship in faith, 
freedom and fellowship.

CARING AND SHARING SISTERS

Our recent first, and possibly, annual 
Thanksgiving Pie Fundraiser was a 
complete success. Special thanks go out 
to all the bakers for sharing their gift of 
baking with us. Patty Overlock, Susie 
Overlock, Janice Overlock, Sandra 
Overlock, Patty Ott, Debbie Collemer, 
Tina Bryant, Niva Poland, Melody Sainio 
and myself were the bakers. Ladies, you 
all went above and beyond. Thank you for
your dedication and service to our church 
family. And to those who purchased pies, 
a huge thank you for your orders. Your 
donations will go a long way in helping us 
with our missions. As you can see by the 
photos, the pies looked fabulous and were
very delicious, from what I’m told. Our 
group is currently on winter break but we 
are always available if a need should 
arise. Our business meetings will resume 
in March of 2021. Hopefully, and 
prayerfully, we will all be physically 
together again by then.
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On behalf of my sisters and myself we 
would like to wish all of you a very safe, 
healthy and blessed

Holiday season. Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year!

Stay warm and stay blessed.

Carolyn Robinson

Thanks to everyone who donated food for 
the month of November. By the end of 
November 38 total families visited the food
pantry and some of them were new faces 
with children in tow. With Christmas 
coming up (Holy Hannah) we understand 
that  everyone has different budgets, but 
the various grocery stores will be having 
holiday specials like cake mix, jello, soups,
etc. This month there will be two lists, A 
and B. List A is food that the pantry needs,
and list B is personal care products. 
Remember that the food pantry is open to 
all Warren residents from 9am to 11am on 
Thursdays and just a heads up the food 
pantry will be closed the week of the 20th 
for Christmas.

Dec 6 Flour and sugar or/and Bar soap 
(Ivory, Dial, etc)

Dec 13 Soup (chicken noodle, tomato, 
etc)or/and  Dish soap

Dec 20 Jams and jellies (apple, grape, 
etc) or/and  Shampoo

Dec 27 Ketchup, mustard, or mayo            
or/and Toothpaste

May peace and plenty be the first to lift the
latch to your door. And happiness be 
guided to your home, by the candle of 
Christmas.           - Linda L

Hello  folks! Well winter is around the 
corner as well as Christmas (Yikes!). I 
myself have been busy on the home front 
as I am sure you all are, and I hope you 
are finding some way to escape from the 
troubles of reality in a good book or a 
movie you always wanted to watch again. 
Now I will be putting a special book out for
folks to read to their kids called The Boat 
of Dreams: a Christmas story. Also for you
fans of fantasy,  the Library has some C.S
Lewis for you as well as three new books 
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from the genre. They are part of a larger 
series called red wall and I (who is not a 
big fantasy reader) highly recommend 
these three as they are the first ones 
written. Keep your hopes high, stay 
healthy, and look for adventure rather than
for trouble.
 From James Lent, The Wild Rover in the 
Library. 

From NACCC:
The Racial Justice Task Team is making 
great progress. There are a series of 
products for the NACCC churches to use, 
should they wish to. They will be available 
starting in October. The Rev. Dr, Cynthia 
Bacon Hammer is the moderator of the 
task team.

A search committee is in place to find a 
new Executive Director of NACCC. The 
Rev. Dr. Michael Chittum will retiring in 
June. There are 9 members of the search 
committee, from across the U.S.

The NACCC website is being re-designed 
and expected to launch in January. They 
are asking churches to submit photos of 
our NACCC churches, inside and out, at 
gathering events, community projects, etc.

Photos should be emailed to: Tracy 
Bernhardt at NACCC.

Getting involved – There are leadership 
positions available at NACCC.  
Nomination are due January 15, 2021. 
Forms are on the NACCC website. A 
good way to become involved!

Fair share (shared ministries) will be 
celebrated the first part of 2021. Look for 
your letter from our church after the first of
the year.

The NACCC has voted unanimously to 
NOT hold its 2021 annual meeting in June
in Spokane, Washington. (Due to the 
Covid-a9 concerns.) There will be a virtual
meeting. More information to come later.

On a personal note: I, and my family, 
would like to thank all who have been 
praying for my nephew, Bert. He was in a 
serious car accident on June 13th, in 
Virginia. He was in a coma for five days 
and his parents couldn’t be with him 
because of Covid-19. They face-timed 
with him daily and he finally responded to 
them. He had no broken bones or injuries,
other than head trauma. He did very well 
physically learning to walk, talk, etc. He is 
now home with his parents. He still does 
speech therapy and has some memory 
issues. He can also work short periods of 
time at a grocery store. Bret was 21 at the
time of the accident and is now 22. He 
was a very active young man, going to 
college and doing sports. He has a hard 
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time understanding why people (from all 
across the country) would care enough to 
pray for him. Prayers work, we know that 
and for all prayers sent to him, the family 
is eternally grateful!  He still has a way to 
go. The doctors say it could take up to a 
year. Thank you all! Keep those prayers 
going!   -Blessings, Marcia Cifaldo

THE REAL STORY OF JINGLE BELLS
Just for fun, did you know…..

In today’s world, “Jingle Bells” is a fixture 
in the Christmas carol lineup. But it wasn’t 
originally intended to be a Christmas song.
In the 1850’s, James Lord Pierpont wrote 
what was then called “The One Horse 
Open Sleigh” to celebrate Thanksgiving. 
Controversy over where the tune 
originated is still alive and well. A Unitarian
church in Savannah, Georgia, where 
Pierpont played the song on the organ, 
installed historical markers proclaiming its 
status as the birthplace of “Jingle Bells.” 
But the people of Medford, 
Massachusetts, won’t have it – they’re 
sure Pierpont wrote it when he still lived 
there. The world may never know for sure.
On December 16, 1965, “Jingle Bells” was
the first song broadcast in space. The 
crew of Gemini 6 were in a festive mood 

that night: they reported seeing Santa 
Claus, then broke into an improvised 
version of “Jingle Bells,” complete with 
bells and a harmonica they had brought 
aboard.

A QUAKER BENEDICTION

10When the song of the angel is stilled,
When the star in the sky is gone,
When the kings and the princes are home,
When the shepards are back with their 
flocks,
The work of Christmas begins.

To find the lost, to heal the broken,
To feed the hungry, To release the 
prisoners, To rebuild the nations, To bring 
peace among brothers and sisters, To 
make music in the heart.
                  
                     donated by Marcia Cifaldo
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