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FAITH 

“Now faith is the substance of things 
hoped for, the evidence of things not 
seen.”  Hebrews 11:1 

I wanted to see if I could define my own 
faith, an exercise I think we should all 
attempt, and here is the result. 

My message to the world about my faith 
is simple, God is with me always.  God 
isn’t some far away Father figure looking 
down from his throne in the sky making 
judgment calls about morality.  God 
resides inside each one of us and feels 
the same pain and joy we feel.  I have 
an on-going conversation with my God.  
Is God real?  For me God is very real 
and if that doesn’t turn out to be true, 
well, I’ll never know the difference. 

We hear a lot about heaven and hell, 
but they are not places we go to when 
we die, they exist right here and now.  
We live either in heaven or hell on this 
earth.  We get to choose, sometimes.  
What can I say about those who don’t 

have a choice?  I don’t know the 
answer. 

Perhaps that is why I am called by God 
to do his work every single day of my 
life.  Am I selfish or giving?  Can I spare 
a smile, a kind word, a meal, a blanket, 
my resources, myself?  Are we love, as 
God is love?  If God is love, why is there 
so much hate?  I never said I had the 
answer. 

Why do I pray?  Do I really expect God 
to answer my prayers?  You bet I do!  I 
want peace in my life, in my church, in 
my community, in my world.  I want to 
feel safe, I want the ones I love to be 
safe, and yet I want the freedom to go 
out into the world without fear.  I trust 
my God to be with me always. 

I spend a great deal of time at church 
and not just on Sunday morning.  Why 
do I attend so faithfully and for so many 
years?  I’m not sure I know for sure and 
sometimes I doubt what I’m doing 
matters at all.  Isn’t the church just a 
building?  Often I don’t even feel God’s 
presence.  But I do find purpose within 
these walls.  Maybe it doesn’t mean 
anything, but this church has endured 
for nearly 200 years, so perhaps it does. 

We are here for such a short time, some 
of us longer than others, but none of us 
forever.  Or are we?  Do we go on to 
become something new?  I believe we 
do.  We may not be identifiable as we 
were on this earth, but we do indeed go 
on.  Are we a part of everything?  I’m 
sure we are. 

This is my best attempt at describing my 
faith with more questions than answers.  
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And that is ok because that is what 
mystery looks like.  Knowing God is with 
me every day brings a kind of comfort 
that reaches beyond the mystery to the 
real.  God is with me, and may God be 
with you.  Always.    -Irene 

 

 

 

             

 

 

 

 

 

Date         Offering       Attendance 

 

 9/01       $1,290.25          60  

 9/08       $1,310.50          58 

 9/15       $1,284.00          63 

 9/22       $1,045.25          49 

 9/29       $1,373.00          55 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

BIRTHDAYS 
 
       10/15    Dave Landry 
       10/18    Nola Metcalf 
       10/31    Lexi Doak 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

ANNIVERSARIES 
 

 
     10/10    Neil & Pearl Stetson 
     10/18    Albert & Janice Overlock 
     10/23    Edric & Joan Day 
 
 

 

 

 

The office hours of the church are 8-12 

Wednesday and Thursday. Our church 

administrator, Susan Lombardo, will be 

available to help with anything you 

need. If you send something to the 

office on other days, just be aware she 

might not be able to get to it until she 

works again. Susan will be out of the 

office on October 9th & 10th. 
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Our Lifetouch directories where passed 

out to those how had their photos taken. 

If you would like to purchase one, see 

Hope Creighton. The price will be $4. 

There will also be a download directory 

you can get for your phone which is 

great when you need to find some ones 

number and don’t have the directory 

handy to look it up. 

 

 

If anyone would like to receive offertory 

envelopes or stop receiving them, 

please contact the Administrator 

Assistant (Susan) or the Treasurer (Pat 

Weaver) in the office. It is also a way of 

pledging to your church and to missions 

on a regular bases and receiving a 

report each year in January, if needed, 

for income tax deductions.  

 

 

 
FOOD PANTRY 

 

 
 
 
 

Thanks to everyone who brought in food 
for the month of September. Soon the 
weather will be getting colder and 
people will want comfort food. This 
month we will be doing a baked bean 
drive so on Oct 20th, would 
everyone please bring in a can or cans 
of baked beans. There is Bush's, B&M, 
Walmart, and store brand. (No 
vegetarian) The food pantry did not 
have enough baked beans last month 
and if anyone wants to donate money 
please give it Janice Overlock. Our goal 
is over 100 cans of baked beans. Here 
is the list for October  
 
Oct 6 cream corn 
Oct 13 Spaghetti sauce 
Oct 20 Baked beans (big collection at 
church) 
Oct 27 cream soups  
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Join us Saturday 

October 12 at 

10:00am 

I hope that you will be able to join 

us on Saturday, October 12 

at 10:00am to celebrate the start of 

AIO's exciting next chapter. We are 

able to do all we do because 

of you -- our volunteers. You are an 

integral part of our future and we 

know that this newly renovated and 

expanding building will give us the 

opportunity to serve all of our 

clients more efficiently and more 

often. 

We are excited to launch our 

campaign to support this 

endeavor, which we are 

appropriately calling More Food. 

More Often.  

 

I hope to see you on the 12th. If 

you aren't able to come, I look 

 

forward to connecting with you 

another time to talk about the 

project.   Don't hesitate to reach 

out to me directly if you have 

questions, email@aiofoodpantry.or

g. 

 

You can read more about 

the project on our website.  We will 

be updating this page as the 

project progresses over the next 

year. 

 

Best regards, 

Liz Jenkins, AIO Board President 

  

  

 
 
 

mailto:email@aiofoodpantry.org
mailto:email@aiofoodpantry.org
https://aiofoodpantry.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b068610ce950de35f4609e36b&id=4a47a70fd6&e=e1517b24c4
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Hello all!    I am still working on the 
library and I will not take any donations 
yet except, I will need some money for 
library supplies. When I can take other 
donations, I would like some movies for 
the library VHS or DVD it does not 
matter what it is on, but ones with Old 
Testament stories would be preferred. 
Thanks and keep warm. -James Lent 
 

 
A NOTE FROM THE OFFICE 

 

 

 

Please remember to inform the office if 
you change any of your personal 
information.  
 
As far as our prayer list, please inform 
Susan if you want to add a name or a 
request a person to be taken off of the 
bulletin. 

 
I will be cutting the mailing of the 
newsletter back and only send it to 
those who are away for the winter or 
can’t attend church. We need to trim our 
expenses. There will be plenty of copies 
to pick up in the Fellowship room. 
 

 

 

 
. Come join us every Tuesday at 9 a.m. 
in the dining room upstairs .Listen, talk 
and be among your church family. 
Coffee is supplied but if you would like 
to bring a goody to share with everyone, 
it would be a great! 

 
 
 

ANNUAL FALL MEETING REMINDER 
 

 

 

The 2019 annual fall meeting is 
scheduled for the last Saturday in 
October (10/26) at the First 
Congregational Church in South 
Paris.  More information on the bulletin 
board. 
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OUR GUEST MINISTER 

 

 
 
 

On September 8th, we invited Rev. Bette 
Bond to come and lead us in worship. 
She was a delight and it was heard tell, 
that she brought the Holy Spirit back 
into our church for many. On September 
29th, our guest minister was Rev. 
Richard (Nick) Newell. 
 

 
 
 

CHURCH LIBRARY 

 
 
 

Hello all from the church library. First 
thing I would like to say is that due to 
limited space and the current amount of 
uncatalogued items I will not be asking 
for any book donations for now. Second 
is that I was asked how somebody was 
to check out a book from the library. In 
each book and on each video tape is a 
card, all you have to do is write your 
name and the date on the card and then 
leave it in the box on the table in 
the library. For your convenience the 
check- out procedure is written on a 
yellow piece of paper on the wall by the 
library door. I am going to give this my 
best shot and I hope everyone will come 
by after church at least once in a while.  
This has been your librarian James 
Lent. 
 

RALLY DAY 
 

We celebrated Rally Day on September 
15th.  It was good to see some our 
younger members back after taking the 
summer off. The children started off by 
singing a song to the congregation. 
They accepted backpacks packed with 
supplies to give to a needy child in their 
school. It will be a great experience 
showing they care, love and share with 
those who are in need.  
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During our offering Ella Hathaway and 
Addy Ruggieri sang “This is Me”. These 
girls did a great job. 
 
 

 
 
 After church, the Boy Scouts had a 
ceremony out front of the church and 
replaced the flag at the flag pole park in 
honor of Rev. Wes Woodman. Following 
this ceremony a delicious buffet was 
served in our fellowship room.  
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The Mission Board will once again be 
heading up the Operation Christmas 
Child shoebox ministry.  This is our 9th 
year of participating and each year we 
have filled between 60-70 shoeboxes.  
   
On Sunday, October 20, the shoeboxes 
will be available and will need to be 
returned by Sunday, November 17.   
 
Once again the cost of shipping is 
$9 and can be included in the envelope 
enclosed or your boxes can be tracked 
by paying the shipping on-line and 
attaching the label to your shoebox. 
 
Please do not include any candy or 
toothpaste, as these items are 
prohibited due to customs regulations; 
also no liquids or breakables, war-
related or used items. 
 
Thanks for participating in the shoebox 
ministry, reaching children all over the 
world at Christmas. 
 

 

 
 

This little prayer has been hanging in 
the office for years and after reading it 
again, I thought it was worth sharing. 
How true it is….. 
 
My church is composed of people like 
me. I help make it what it is. It will be 
friendly, if I am. Its pews will be filled, if I 
fill them. It will do great work, if I work. It 
will make generous Gifts to many 
causes, if I am a generous giver.  It will 
bring other people into its worship and 
fellowship, if I invite and bring them. It 
will be a church of Love and service and 
joy, if I (who make it what it is) am filled 
with the same things. Therefore, I pray 
to God, to help me dedicate myself to 
the task of being all the things that I 
want my church to be.  Amen! 
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This article is long overdue. Sorry! 
There have just been too many things 
going on here at church the last few 
months. 
 
No more excuses! Here is some of the 
more important news to date. Sharon 
Landry and I attended our National 
Association meeting in Cleveland Ohio, 
June 22-25, 2019. It was a wonderful 
meeting! Lots of faith, freedom and 
fellowship (which is what 
Congregationalists are). We visited with 
old friends and made new friends from 
all across the nation. There were 237 
delegates, alternates, attendees, 
observers, missionaries and other staff 
and speakers. 103 churches from 25 
states were represented. 
 
Sharon and I attended 6 of the many 
worships offered. It was hard to choose, 
but the ones we attended were 
awesome. We brought back lots of 
information.  We need to get it out, so 
everyone can hear it.  
 
The bible lectures, the Congregational 
lecture and one or two workshops are 
now on video. We need to show them to 
interested groups! 
 
Our church was recognized as a Fair 
Share church. That is really great and it 
is very appreciated to provide services 
and educational support to our NACCC 
member churches.  
 
Next June 27-30, 2020, the meeting is 
here in Maine in Portland. It is a perfect 
opportunity for everyone to experience 

Congregationalism at its finest! I hope 
you will all consider going. 
 
In 2021, it will be held in Spokane, 
Washington and in 2022 in Wichita, 
Kansas. So, save the dates! 
 
If you have any questions, feel free to 
ask Sharon or myself. 
 
-Marcia Cifaldo, year-round delegate 
 

MORE NACCC NEWS 
 

 
No matter how healthy and vibrant a 
congregation may be, there is always 
opportunity to learn from others. 
Whether it’s improving facilities 
management, finding new ways to 
minister to others, learning how to find 
the right pastor or just about anything 
else, NA has all information that is worth 
sharing.  Every church big or small, rural 
or urban, wealthy or poor does some 
things well. 
 
Here are some videos that can be 
accessed on the NA website: 
1.  How to conduct a pastoral search. 
 
2.  Crime proof your meeting house. 
 
3.  Navigating congregational conflict. 
 
4.  Sabbatical opportunities for your    
pastor and why they are important. 
 
5. Congregational history 
 
6. Congregationalism and its power in 
the 21st century.  
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And many more…….It’s worth checking 
out! 
 

WHY SERVE? 
By Cinda Walton 

 
Why serve as an officer, member of a 
committee or special event planner with 
the National Association of 
Congregational Christian Churches? 
 
 My reasons for serving over some forty-
plus years are the same reasons for 
choosing to be a member of an NACCC 
Congregational church. We, being the 
lay persons and ministers, are equal.  
Each has one vote in what takes place 
in our church. We fellowship together in 
our churches and in our Associations for 
fellowship, to support one another, for 
opportunities to learn together — 
without a hierarchical system telling us 
what to believe or how to function. 
 
 Each church is autonomous (self-
governed). Our Associations, when in 
fellowship, are built on the idea that lay 
persons and ministers share in the 
events as equals, and if this is to 
continue both must participate.  
 
Each person has their own skills and 
talents. God gave them to us. They can 
only grow and be effective if we 
participate. Our minister’s special talent 
is the sharing of God’s Word, studying 
and teaching, helping us to better 
understand God’s Word. . .helping each 
of us to make our own decisions as to 
what we believe or do not believe.  
 
A major feature of Congregationalism is 
that the individuals at our gatherings do 

not have to think exactly alike. We are to 
respect one another, and all may 
worship together when we respect one 
another. We each have only one person 
to whom we are responsible, our 
Heavenly Father. God. We have the 
freedom to speak and commune to God 
directly and listen for his reply. At times, 
a minister may help us to find our 
connection to God, but it is not required 
that a minister be the go-between each 
of us and God. 
 
 We have bare bone beliefs that bind us 
together in Faith, Fellowship, and 
Freedom.  These are a belief in God, 
that his son Jesus lived among us and 
died and we would truly know of God 
and his great love when Jesus died for 
us. We believe in the Trinity — Father, 
Son and Holy Ghost. We believe the 
Bible, when studied, gives us the 
knowledge needed to believe.  
 
Children of God, brothers and sisters, 
both lay persons and ministers, if we 
wish this Freedom to continue, if we 
wish to continue a Fellowship as 
Congregationalists, and want Faith to be 
our guide in our lives, we need to share 
our gifts, given to us by the one God of 
us all.  
 
Let us continue to meet in Fellowship, 
both lay persons and ministers. This is 
not just your minister’s responsibility, but 
the responsibility of us all. 
 
 Cinda Walton is a member of First 
Congregational Church of Pittsford, 
Pittsford, Michigan. 
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Happy Halloween and Trick or Treat! 
 
This will be the 2nd year passing out 
candy to the children in the Warren 
Community. 
 
October 31th/ Thursday     5 PM     
at church 
 
Last year 200+ children stopped by our 
booth for a treat! We served warm cider 
to the parents. 
 
CANDY AND CIDER NEEDED! 
 
There is a basket on the table in the 
fellowship room. Thank you for your 
support! 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

CARING AND SHARING SISTERS 
 
Lots of exciting things happening at 
SCCW for the fall. 
 
Pumpkin Painting.... Caring & Sharing 
sisters will be hosting our third annual 
Pumpkin Painting Party on October 13th 
right after church services. This year 
we've decided to do something different 
and add... PIZZA... so it will be our 
Pumpkin Painting Pizza Party. This is a 
church wide invitation, so come one, 
come all.  We will be providing paints/ 
pizza/ and pumpkins. If we have a 
shortage of pumpkins we will ask that 
you bring one. An announcement will be 
made as the date comes closer. 
 
Church Supper....the final church supper 
of the season will be at 6:00 pm on 
October 10th. 
 
Halloween....October 31st....Trick or 
Treating on the Lawn. We need candy. 
Details to be announced. 
 
Our next business meeting is Monday 
October 7th at 6:30 pm in the Upper 
Room. If you care to join us please do. 
 
Have a safe and joyful fall season! 


