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Where did the first half of the year go?   My mom always told 
me that the older you get, the faster it goes - boy, was she 
ever right!  But it’s not necessarily a bad thing.  We are to 
make the most of EACH and EVERY day -  it’s a GIFT.   If we 
lament the passing of time, it’s because we are not fully living 
in the present.   Past is past -  future is not yet - it’s why it’s 
called “The present” – a gift to be cherished AS IT HAPPENS.  
Time also seems to move at a faster pace when we are en-
gaged, when we are in the “flow” and are present to the mo-
ment.   When we are bored, time drags.   Remember the end 
of summer vacation as a child?   We actually looked forward 
to school starting, because we were beginning to run out of things to do, and time 
started to slow down.   If we think there isn’t enough time to get everything done, we 
need to take a few things “off our plates.”   I had a discussion last week about time 
and money.   Sometimes we’re very busy working and making money.  Other things 
(and people) take a backseat.   However, as I shared with my friend, we can always 
make more money, but we cannot make more time.   Once it’s gone, it’s gone.   Sum-
mer days are full and long.   Eat outdoors whenever possible.   Have a fire and let the 
conversation flow.   Get up early and sit on the porch or deck with your morning 
brew, and listen to the birds.   TAKE the time to enjoy the many moments that we of-
ten rush through.   The wisdom of Solomon in the Bible tells us:  “What do workers 
gain from their toil?  I have seen the burden God has laid on the human race.  He has 
made everything beautiful in its time. He has also set eternity in the human heart; yet 

no one can fathom what God has done from beginning to end.  I know that there is 
nothing better for people than to be happy and to do good while they live.   That each of 
them may eat and drink, and find satisfaction in all their toil—this is the gift of God.”  

    SO!   Enjoy the fullness of time and the richness of the summer’s abundance.  We have 
a lot going on at SCCW -  Mega-Yard Sale,  the 4th of July, a curbside supper, and Instal-
lation/Recognition Service for yours truly on August 1st.  Smell those roses, enjoy that 
ice cream cone, savor those sunrises and sunsets, spend time with those you love.   

At the end of each day, reflect on the joys and triumphs of the day, its beauty and all you 
enjoyed.  Let go of the things that need to be released, and sleep well and deep.  Tomor-
row is another day!  This is the day the Lord has made – Let us rejoice and be 
glad in it!      

Pastor Bette ~ 
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If there’s one thing that has come to light from the events of the past year, and 

there are MANY – it’s the subject of our health and well-being.  Many people in the 

western world were caught in a situation of not being in their best physical shape 

and vulnerable to disease.  In any type of illness, virus, or contagious disease, those 

who are already unwell and medically compromised are always the ones at most risk.  

How do we keep ourselves in our “top” healthy condition so we can ward off disease 

better?   Starting in the fall, we will be hosting some half-day workshops and mini-

retreats here at the church to further explore some ways of getting healthier, 

staying healthy and being able to function at our best.   This is healing at ALL LEV-

ELS -  physical, mental, emotional and spiritual.  Some topics addressed will be: 

• Adding Years to your Life & Life to Your Years 

• Superfoods for Wellbeing 

• Healing with Forgiveness 

• Spiritual Disciplines – Find One You Can Stick With! 

• Navigating Change 

• Living Abundantly 

•  

Please give some thought to how you would like to feel, 

live and be for the rest of your life.   Christ calls us to 

live abundantly and as our best selves, as we are created 

to be.    

 

If you have any other subjects you’d like to have ad-

dressed or to learn more about, see Pastor Bette      
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           BIRTHDAYS                                                             ANNIVERSARIES 

 

                                                   

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
7/05   Linda Kaler                                                             7/03   Mark & Jane Waltz 
7/08   Michael Cifaldo                                                       7/11   John & Tammy Hagin 
7/15   Wayne Quinn                                                 
7/15   Sandra Gammon 
7/21   Carolyn Robinson 
7/22   Josh Hagin 
7/25   Valerie Boggs 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date             Collection         Attendance 

 

                                       5/30                 $1,506.00             42 

                                       6/06                 $2,807.07             42 

                                       6/13                 $1,445.00             52 

                                       6/20                 $1,387.00             41 

                                       6/27                 $   843.00             51 
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Pat Weaver’s family by Linda, Ruth by Sharon L., lee by pat Weaver, Judy by Beverly, 
Lent’s friend, Derek , Lent’s cousin- Sean, Lent friend- Larry Smith, Sr.,January’s friend-
Jareth, Connie Heath, Mary Gammon by Sterling, Tim Orbon, Patty Overlock by Hope, 
Tina’s grandson James, Carol Verdini by Margaret, Pam Sawyer by Walter K, Earl 
Gammon by Walter K, Russ and Sandy Lufkin by Cindy, John Yori and Devan Robinson 
by Carolyn R, Roger Peabody, Glenn Palmer by Eric and Patty Overlock, Lorraine 
Strout -Linda Kaler’s sister, Brian Hilt by Patty Ott, Sally Edwards -Hope Creighton’s sis-
ter, Beverly Pacheco’s cousin Cindy, Marcia Cifaldo’s friend Candy, Barbara – Brenda 
King’s sister, Vicky – Walter Pendleton’s sister, Henry and Lucy Carey, Mary Lou –Pat 
and Doug Libby and family, Irene Olsen by Karen Welch, Kaye Mooers – W Kaler’s 
aunt, Jane Waltz, Colby - Debbie Collemer’s dad, Jennifer Hixson by Irene, Conner 
Greeman by P Ott, Nola Metcalf – by M Sainio, Charlie York, Dana, Billy and Wayne by 
R Quinn, Heath Barrett – Vicky and Bob’s son, Rosemary by Sharon Landry.  

 

 

 

 

FOOD PANTRY 

Hello and thanks to everyone who brought in food for the month of June. The following is a list 

for July. 
 

July 4th Spaghetti sauce 

 

July 11th Pancake syrup 

 

July 18th Baked beans 

 

July 25th Cake mix 

 

Once again thanks to all who brought in food for June. 
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AIO Board of Directors 
Background and Experience Desired 

For New Members 
Spring, 2021 

 
 
Acting on recommendations from the AIO Governance and Nominating Committee, the 
AIO Board periodically reviews the current profile of board member background and ex-
perience and assesses desired qualifications for potential new members, based on the 
current needs of the organization.  After a year of significant strategic advances for the 
organization, we need to build on our new capacities and address the larger possibilities 
before us.  As always, we seek members who are deeply committed to AIO’s mission, 
values and culture, especially from faith communities. In addition, potential members 
who have talent or experience in one or more of the following areas will best meet the 
needs of the Board at this time. 
 
• Expertise in information technology and its applications 

• Experience in fund-raising and advancement functions 

• Knowledge of and experience addressing issues of food insecurity 

• Legal expertise 

• Experience in the food industry 

• Members of the medical and public health communities 

• Background in human resource issues 

 
We also look forward to diversifying our board, so we are especially eager to consider 
candidates with the following background and demographic characteristics: 
 
• Persons of color and diverse ethnic background 

• Persons who range in age from 30-50 

 
To refer potential AIO Board members with these qualifications, please contact Ted 
Long, Chair, AIO Governance and Nominating Committee at longte1507@gmail.com.   
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Greetings from AIO food Pantry and Energy Assistance!  We are deeply grateful for 
your partnership in addressing the increasing needs of our community for food and en-
ergy assistance.  Your commitment to serving others continues to be an inspiration to 
us, and we see ourselves as ongoing stewards of the mission a number of you origi-
nated 30 year ago. 
 
Over that time, AIO has grown as human needs have grown, and our work has become 
more complex as well.  As the board considered AIO’s future this spring, it became 
clear that we needed to make adjustments to continue operating at a high level of effec-
tiveness.  One adjustment we need to make is to recruit board members with the spe-
cific talents, skills and experience that we need to function effectively.  
 
After reviewing current board strengths and what the organization needs going forward, 
the board has identified several types of experience and backgrounds that would 
strengthen our work.  The board’s current outline of those desired features is attached.  
We would be grateful if you could identify members of your congregation who could 
meet one or more of those needs and would be willing to be considered for possible 
membership on the board or service as a non-member on one of our committees.  
 
We will review anyone you suggest, but we may not be able to appoint everyone nomi-
nated.  Our by-laws limit the board to 15 members, and in selecting members, we also 
seek to find the best match of commitment, talent and possible contribution to our work.   
 
Thanks in advance for your thoughtful consideration of who might serve AIO well, and 
we look forward to hearing your suggestions.  Please contact me as listed below with 
your suggestions. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Ted Long, Chair 
AIO Governance and Nominating Committee 
longte1507@gmail.com 

717-468-6472 (cell)                    
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The Riverside Fellowship Club scholarship committee met on June 15, 2021 to discuss 

candidates for this year’s college scholarship. This scholarship fund was created from 

donations generated through proceeds from an annual variety show.  Members of the 

Second Congregational Church organized, rehearsed and performed for the public at 

the Medomak Valley High School theatre and at the Waldo Theatre during the 1980’s to 

early 2000’s. It was a labor of love, community and an expression of God’s work outside 

the church. 

This year’s recipients are Sadie Cohen and Joshua Hagin. Sadie is going into her sec-

ond year at Boston College majoring in International Studies, and Joshua Hagin will 

also entering his second year of college at Southern Maine Community College major-

ing in Communications and New Media. We are very proud of these young adults as 

they pursue their goals.  

Congratulations Sadie and Joshua! 

 

• Riverside Fellowship Club Scholarship Committee 
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https://family.redoubtnews.com/2017/03/16/bcrwi-scholarship-applications-available/
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Update from your Deacons 

The Deacons have been discussing and planning ways to 

safely bring up out of ‘pandemic mode’ and back to our 

‘Congregational Ways’ of Sunday service.  

• Masks are at your discretion if fully vaccinated. Most 

attendees are comfortable without masks as we continue 

to space ourselves throughout the sanctuary. 

• We now stand during our hymns – and doesn’t that feel good – physically and 

spiritually! 

• Offering plates will remain at the back of the church (allowing for privacy of dona-

tion) but will be brought forward during doxology for the blessing of your gifts. 

• The ‘passing’ of communion (wine and bread served by deacons at your 

seat)  will resume July 4th.  We realize this is a step that is so important for many 

but may certainly have concern for others. Prepackaged sacraments will still be 

available as you enter. During preparation by deacons, care will be given to 

safety measures. Cups and bread will be separated on serving plates. With the 

congregation being spaced throughout the sanctuary, deacons should be only 

able to directly serve each person. However, we know that concerns may exist 

so please, feel free to speak to a member of the Diaconate if that is the case. 

Cindy Bland, Chairperson 

Debbie Collemer, Diana Dare, Eric Overlock, Gayle White, January Peavey, Karen Car-

penter, Niva Poland, Susan Lombardo 
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OUR GARDEN 
 

The courtyard garden is looking quite nice despite the drought.  Diana Sewell and I 

planted it in September 2018 and it has filled in completely since then.   

The Apostle Philip daylily was blooming on Sunday.  Each flower only lasts one day, 

hence the name "day lily".  If anyone wants to know what a particular plant is I have a 

list of the 30 plants there. 
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                YOU’RE  INVITED      
 

    Second Congregational  Church   of Warren          

Invites you to the 

Installation Service of 

Rev. Bette Bond 

Sunday, August 1, 2021 

at 2:00 p.m. 

252 Main Street  - Warren, Maine       

207.273.2338                

                                                          Reception to follow                 

 

 

We will be celebrating with joy the first year of our ministry 

with Reverend Bette Bond on Sunday, August 1st. Please join us 

for her installation service at 2:00.  A ‘sweet’ reception will follow.     

Thanks Cindy                      
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