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MARCH!   Will it come in like a lion or a lamb?  Sitting in the office on a mild sunny 
February day, I’m guessing (and hoping) it will be an easy transition into spring.  The old
reliable Farmer’s Almanac says New England will see a stormy beginning and a sunny, 
mild end to March!  We are in the middle of the Lenten season with Holy Week at the 
end of the month.   We have much to look forward to and much for which to be grateful -
more daylight (clocks go FORWARD), Easter, and being back in our newly painted, 
beautified and lovely sanctuary.  We are very blessed.  With the coronavirus cases 
decreasing, folks getting vaccinated and people venturing out a bit more, we may be 
able to see more of our church family returning to worship with us soon.  This will be the
biggest blessing of all.   Some of you I have not even met in person yet!   I will rejoice 
on that day when we can shake hands, hug and share fellowship and meals together 
again.  We will be continuing our Lenten Bible study, The Grace-Filled Wilderness:  A 
Journey Through Lent by Magdalen Smith.   We have had a great turnout and some 
wonderful and deep, meaningful discussions.  Join us!  If Lent is a time you like to 
deepen a spiritual practice, or learn a new one, there are many traditions/rituals from 
around the world that might appeal to you or spark an interest. From Lectio Divina, 
meditation, the Ignatian examen,  trying a fast, giving to charities that live out the 
Gospel, centering prayer, Tibetan singing bowl, drumming, singing, chanting, the Jesus 
prayer, to shinrin yoku (forest bathing!), there are myriad ways to deepen your sense of 
connection to the Spirit.  If you’re interested or just curious about any of them, I hope 
you will attend a half-day workshop later this spring when I go more in depth about 
spiritual practices and how they can benefit us in our every day lives.   As Shakespeare 
tell us:  “The world is your oyster” which means you are in a position to take the 
opportunities that life has to offer.  Or as the Psalmist says:   Taste and see that the 
Lord is good!”   Psalm 34: 8a 
Pastor Bette

TBA:   Depending on the sanctuary availability, there will be Maundy Thursday and/or 
Good Friday services.  As the painting project progresses, we will keep everyone 
apprised of the Holy Week schedule of services.  Stay tuned!    pb
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MARCH BIRTHDAYS
                                                   3/06       Pat Ames
                                                   3/08       Olivia Vanner
                                                   3/10       Betty Baker
                                                   3/13       Mary Gammon
                                                   3/15       Sterling Robinson
                                                   3/17       Craig Lear
                                                   3/19       Emily Knutson
                                                   3/22       Lydia Shook
                                                   3/29       Amber Hagin
                                                   3/31       Bob Jordan

                                                MARCH  ANNIVERSARIES

                                                 3/01   Joe & Marcia Cifaldo
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Prayers
Mary Lou – Larry Philbrick’s mom

Pat and Doug Libby and family

Irene Olsen by Karen W

Kaye Mooers – W Kaler’s aunt

Jane Waltz

Kobe – D Collemer’s dad

Jennifer H by Irene

Conner Greeman by P Ott

Mary DEvelyn Anderson

Pam Pitcher – B Ruggieri’s friend

Dana and Wayne by R Quinn

Elmer by C Gardner

Christine Lanes

Heath Barrett – V and R Barrett’s son

Rosemary by S Landry

Stubby Burnell

Barbara – B King’s sister

Grace Anderson by E Anderson

Kim’s family – D Lewis’ son’s family

Tom Ferruci by M Mankearborn – S Ladd’s mom

Nola Metcalf – by M Mank

Charlie York

Michael Stone by P Weaver

All those dealing with Covid -19
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Date         Offering       Attendance

                                         1/31              $1,014.00            37  
                                         2/07              $2,253.00            29
                                         2/14              $   733.42            31  
                                         2/21              $1,468.00            31
                                         2/28              N/A

Hello all, this month has been another time of trial as we have been dealing with. I was 
rather peeved when I had found on one of the catalogue cards the words "renew this" 
scribbled. So to ensure everyone knows how to renew and check out a book I wrote out 
the process on a piece of blank poster board someone left in the library and taped it to 
the counter where I have the basket of books and the return box. If you would like a 
book brought up from the library write the tittle and your name on a piece of paper and I 
will see what I can do. Also PLEASE be sure to return your books after two weeks or 
renew them. Stay healthy and be prepared for trouble.
                                 - From James The Wild rover in the Library. 
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SOUPER BOWL

Wow! What a great response we had collecting soup cans for the food pantry. We 

ended up with 201 cans. Thank you Sterling Robinson and all others who co-ordinated 

and helped on this worthy project. (I think we beat the Baptist Church)

CHILDREN’S CLOTHING EXCHANGE

I don’t usually write too much about this wonderful mission. During this Covid time, I 
don’t get the volume of people I use to get. It’s a shame because I know there is 
plenty of need for good, warm,and  free clothing for children. So please spread the 
word and pray we can continue this special mission. I did want to mention that a 
special person, I won’t say in case they wanted to stay anonymous., bought 14 new 
jackets shown about in various sizes. They originally sold for $80 but they bought 
them on sale. It was a very generous and  thoughtful gesture. I am sure God spoke to 
them as he does to all of us to share your gifts with others. God Bless those who give 
so generously.                      -Susan 
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I know this is disappointing but I could not preorder Easter Flowers from Lowes this 
year. What I am going to do is buy flowers for the altar and work in our artificial Easter 
lilies. There will not be any flowers “in memory of”. It is simply too difficult going from 
store to store to fill orders. Thanks you for understanding.  -Patty Overlock

Notice: 

Due to the lack of attendance at February's Council Meeting...There WILL be a 
Council Meeting called for the third Thursday in March. 

We had voted to go bi-monthly with Council meetings this year but circumstances 
dictate that we hold a meeting in February in order to take care of pressing business. 

There were not enough members attending our February meeting to form a quorum. 

We did not have the minimum number of members present to make the proceedings 
of that meeting valid, to vote on any issues or to hold our yearly election of officers. 

The Church Council is made up of the Pastor, Moderator (Chair), Deacons, Trustees, 
Treasurers, Supt. of Sunday School, Chair of the Board of Christian Education, 
Mission Chairperson and the two Members-at-Large.  Our Council Meetings are open 
to the public as well. 
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Priority items to be brought before the Church Council at the March meeting will be: 
The election of Council Chair and Second Chair. 
A discussion of the future of the Library and the possible formation of a "Library 
Committee". 
A discussion of the future of the Nursery. 
A discussion on the need for a general cleaning out of all other storage areas and 
cabinets. 

Please note that all regular reports will be provided/read as usual. 

Thank you kindly, 
Sterling Robinson - Council Chair 

IO ANNOUNCEMENT

It brings me tremendous joy to announce that the new Executive Director of AIO Food 
and Energy Assistance will be Joe Ryan!  We are so pleased that he has accepted 
this new position and begin a new journey with AIO.  Welcome aboard Joe!!

A reminder to all members that your Fair Share donation is due. 
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Thank you for donating to the Warren food pantry. The SOUPer bowl was amazing! 
Sterling counted up 201 cans of soup from our church, Great job everyone! It certainly 
has been cold lately as well.

  This month we have two lists, canned pasta (Ravioli, Spaghetti O's, etc.) has been on
  sale for under a dollar lately. So Here is the list

                 Mar 7 Canned pasta/ Bar soap

                 Mar 14 Boxed mac n cheese/ dish soap

                 Mar 21 Baked beans (no dried or Vegetarian)/ toilet paper

                 Mar 28 canned fruit/ shampoo

Remember the food barrel is under the coat rack by the metal cabinet

Thank you to everybody who donated bottles for the month of February and yes we 
pick up bottles for people. Thank you. March will be the last year for the maintenance 
fund. Starting in April we will have a new project. Remember the bottle box is in the 
hallway by the door going into the Sunday school wing. After the sanctuary is done the
box will return to its old spot by the coat rack.               - Linda Lent  
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I am still working on a list of Sunday school superintendents and I have 
received phone calls and papers with information about my project. Right now I am 
missing information from 2000 to the present. I have some of the information but I 
need more. So please call me at 236-4585, or email me at 
nevermore112397@gmail.com, or write me a note and send it to 39 Rachel's Road 
Rockport, Maine. Thanks                               - Linda Lent  

This year, Second Congregational Church, celebrates 193 years of coming together to
worship and in fellowship as the body of Jesus Christ.  Not one of us could have 
imagined a year ago, when we celebrated our 192nd birthday, all the changes the 
past year would bring.  But here we are!  And every end is a new beginning. 

The following is a timeline of our church building, not our birth date of February 27, 
1828, when 13 men and 10 women came together to organize the Second 
Congregational Society.

In June of 1831, the Second Congregational Society purchased a half-acre of land from 
William Hovey for $200. The cost of the original building was about $400, it was plain 
and without a spire.  

On January 16,1833 the dedication of the new church building was held.

In 1855 the spire was added at an expense of $225, but was destroyed in the Gale of 
1869 and replaced the following year.

In 1870 the church walls were lathed and plastered.  The new steeple was built along 
with the vestibule with a rounded corner and stained-glass windows.

The chapel was built in January 1878, but the present dining room was added later.  
However, the church and chapel were connected. 
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In 1886 a major remodeling of the edifice, including the stained-glass windows, was 
completed at a cost of $4,100.

The chapel was rededicated on September 18,1887.

In 1914 the church was repaired and redecorated for $1,600.

As part of the 120th anniversary (1948) the chapel was remodeled by Stuart Burgess in 
memory of his mother, Martha Burgess. 

Between 1955-1961 a basement was added below the sanctuary.  When this project 
was complete there was a kitchenette, a room for the Sunday School, a furnace room 
and restroom.  The cost was $7,550.

In 1982 a two-story addition was built on the west side of the church.  Today it is the 
church office below, and choir room above.

In 1996 extensive reinforcement of the sanctuary trusses and a new asphalt shingle roof
on the sanctuary was completed at a cost of $54,125.  A new church ceiling was 
installed that same year.

In 2001 a new foundation was dug under the chapel (the "Big Dig") with new SS rooms, 
a library and a boiler room.  In addition a hallway and handicap restroom were added to 
the steeple base.  At a total cost of $67,500.

On August 22, 2016, Jim Derby started the restoration of our steeple.  On September 3,
2017 the dedication of our steeple was held outside on the front lawn.  The total cost 
was $95,174, half of which was paid by the Maine Steeples Fund grant.

These are only the highlights of the past 193 years, there are numerous more projects 
that have been completed along the way.  Many hands have given their time and talent 
to our church and continue to do so.  In looking back perhaps we can appreciate even 
more what we have accomplished and the reason why...faith, freedom and fellowship.

                                                                                                                    -Irene
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The Mission Board has decided on 2 different missions to support during Lent, United 
Soldiers and Sailors of America (USASOA) and Soldiers Angels (Warm Feet for 
Warriors project).

The following is from the Mission Moment Sterling presented about USAOSA on 
Sunday, February 21.
John P. Yori III, co-founder and president of USASOA, is Carolyn's cousin.  They grew 
up together in Baltimore City and attended the same Catholic school.  Carolyn 
remembers John was always very generous and caring as a young boy.  To have this 
as his mission today speaks volumes.

The United Soldiers and Sailors of America (USAOSA) was founded in 2013 as a 
veteran and military service organization.  It's a 501c3 non-profit providing successful 
programs and services that address the challenges and issues facing our veteran and 
military communities, such as homelessness, suicide and elderly hunger.  We directly 
support our combat-related injured.  Our mission is to ensure that all veterans, service 
members and their families are treated with dignity and respect.

"With your help and support you will be providing USASOA with the additional resources
needed to expand our outreach and the capability to successfully make an impact on 
the quality of life for our heroes.  By supporting, you also become a part of a grateful 
nation that demands that our veterans and service members be treated as our greatest 
national treasure."  John P. Yori III, President of USASOA

For Soldiers Angels we are collecting socks for their Warm Feet for Warriors collection 
drive, which is happening now through April 30.  Their goal is 10,000 pairs of socks for 
adult men or women, either deployed service members or veterans in VA hospitals.  
Please put new, still in the package, socks in the white baskets, upstairs and down, 
during the Lent season,  Missions will send them to Soldiers Angels HQ in San Antonio, 
Texas.                                                  12

 



The Cornerstone-March 2021
Publisher: 2CCWM                                                 Volume: No 3                                             Issue:  No 3

A monthly publication compiled by the Second Congregational Church of Warren, Maine.
PO Box 206, 252 Main St., Warren, Maine 04864 phone. (207) 273-2338    E-mail:   office.sccw@tds.net

Thank you for supporting these 2 service connected missions for Lent.  For more info go
to www.usasoa.org or soldiersangels.org

Albert is coming into the home stretch as February comes to a close.  He is now 
working on the choir loft, which will be painted a shade darker than the November Rain 
on all the other walls.  The ceiling, walls, window trim and chair rail are now completely 
primed and painted.  Most of the staging over the pews is gone, which gives one a good
look at the overall sanctuary.  And in a word it is BEAUTIFUL!

PAINTING OF THE SANCTUARY

Jeff installed 3 recessed lights over the chancel, which gives some much needed light 
there.  All things bright and beautiful, as the song goes!

Four doors are being built to take the place of the swinging white doors, which have 
seen better days, but will not be installed by the time we are back in the sanctuary.  Also
the foyer will be painted, again after we are back.  The work will continue into the month
of March with the hope it will be completed by Easter Sunday. 

Albert and Jeff deserve a great deal of thanks for the many, many hours devoted to 
this project.  The trustees are grateful for the patience everyone has shown while our 
sanctuary undergoes a much needed transformation.  The end result will be well worth 
the wait.

Thank you Albert for doing such a GREAT JOB painting the sanctuary. It is just 
BEAUTIFUL! How blessed we are for you and your gift of painting. Thank you. 
                                             -Linda  (and all of us)
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